


The Batman Who Laughs, Part 7
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, ESPAPE TUIS S HIM DOWN WITH YOLIR —

TIME, JIM. FALSE MORALS,
. YOUR RULES...

L

JAMES! T'M O )
BEGGING , 3l

...BUT NO MORE! YOUR KNEE IS OFF HIS
THROAT, OFF MY THROAT, OFF THE THROAT
OF THIS WHOLE DAMN CITY--

GOING FOR
THE KNIFE!

GET IT




GET IT, JAMES!
I'LL BE THIS CITY'S
BATMAN. YOU'LL BE

MY ALLY! SOMETHING

EETTER THAN A

@!4$"7 ROBIN. BE
MY CROW. BE MY
E/IRD OF
DEATH!
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I HAVE A
BETTER
IDEA...




...LET'S
MAKE HIM
THE FIRST
ONE.

PRONES ARE ON THEIR
WAHY HERE TO RCQUIRE
WHRAT THEY 7TH/INK |S AN
ANTITOXIN FROM THE
RESERVOIR TO SPRRAY
ACROSS THE CITY...

HERE, JIM,
HAVE A S/FP!

“..BUT THART
ANTITOXIN IS
OUR SERUM.
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{ “ALL ANYONE HAS TO DO IS

] INGEST IT...DRINK IT IN, AND
THEY WILL BECOME THEIR
BEST, DARKEST SELVES."




LEAVE HIM
ALONE!

...IF YOU DON'T OPEN UP,
EVENTUALLY T'LL JUST HAVE
JAMES USE THE KNIFE ON
YOU. HE CAN TELL YOU HOW
GOOP IT FEELS AS
HE DOES!

' ~HUFF HUFF =
B HELP ME! HELP!

'l “GO ON/
L SCREAM...”

SO GO ON!
OPEN YOUR
MOUTH! CALL
TO YOUR CITY!
CALL TO YOUR

FRIENDS!




CALL
TO YOUR

JAMES, PLEA--
B _Gasp=
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THE HELL
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NEVER/ YOU STRY BACK,
YOU...ABOMINATION!/




AFTER OUR
FIRZT ENCOUNTER,
T #8717 TRAF% FOR YO
IN PLACEZ ONLY BRUCE
| WAYNE WOULD KNOW...
B CRIME ALLEY, THE CAVE,
. THE MANOR..HEKE.

BECAUSE T
KNEW YOU'D
MAKE ANY FIGHT
FERZONAL. FOFR
TRE 99940uL
OF BATMAN.

PEFLETED
= URANIUM ZHELL
N HARFOONZ, ACTUALLY.
MEANT FOKR
INCAPACITATING
TANKZ.

i -- , = Ny DRONES EQUIPPED.
Biige o N e | N PROCEEDING T0
o } N W‘ - UACCINATION SITES.
.Y | i - - . . ) -

...THE TKUTH 1%,

T PKEPAKEVD THE
HARKDEST TO DEFEND
MYZELF AGAINST YOLUK
ARGUMENT. OF ALL THE
BATMEN IN EXIZTENCE,
T'M THE LEAZT HAFPY,
LEAZT EFFECTIVE...
THE WOR#T.

Vo BUT T 1UsT N
LOOKEY INTO THE

PARK MYZELE AND

AW HUNPREDZ OF

Ll VERZIONZ OF ME.

A ANP THE THING T
| REALIZED...

I THOZE 4TANPARDZ,
| YOU'RE RIGHT. 1
AM THE WOR#ZT 4
BATMAN OF :
ALL.
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PRINK! DRINK OR
YOUR SON HERE WILL
CUT A HOLE IN YOUR

WINDPIPE! ISN'T THAT
RIGHT, JAMES?!

THAT
MAY BE. BUT |
YOU KNOW WHO'# A
BIGGER JOKE THAN | . -
THE WOR#4T - o THE
BATMANZ | } @ f BATMAN HE




A PNl THE DRONES ARE
/ol * NEARLY OVER THE

'y
CITY BY NOW.

IF HE WON'T
DRINK, JUST USE THE
KN/FE ON HIM. GO ON,
JAMES. AND TELL HIM
HOW GOOP IT FEELS

AS YouU DO!

ALL RIGHT! YOU

WANT TO KNOW,

vADP?! HOW IT
FEELS?!

B AREN'T You
B LALUGHING? /4
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WHAT ARE
$ YOU--7

.

HANWA.

YOU WERE RIGHT
ABOUT IT ALL,
BROTRER! LETTING GO,
IN THIZ MOMENT...

T FEEL ZUCH
HAPPINESS!

You
REALLY
WANT TO

KNOW?!
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T 4 AR N PLEASE!
SIR, YOUR (il YOU MUST COME

_EYES... | you'REe FULLY Y BACK TO--
CHANGED. /S
.-_-f“ | t

TPYING

0 WUNZ
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1'% THE BEST

FEELING IN
THE {?‘fk%f}ﬁﬁ&

WORLIZ.

INITIATE
EMERGENLCY
OISSEMINATION...

EVERYONE
NEEPZ TO FEEL
THIZ WAY!
YOU HEAR ME,
GOTHAMZ!
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JAMES, IT'S TIME
STOP/ —HUFF>= TO STOP!

JAMES!
HIS REMOTE...
“HLIFF HUFF=



ERROR. CIRCUIT
BEBROKEN.



YOU'RE MELTING
IT DOWN? GOOD. NO
MORE PORTALS, NO
MORE WINDOWS INTO...
THAT PLACE. T'LL BE
GLAD WHEN THE CITY IS
STRIPPED OF ALL ITS
VARK METAL.

AND YOU, SIR?
THE TRANSFUS/ON?
IT'S STILL HOLDING
AFTER TWO
WEEKS?

—

T'VE NEVER ...IT WAS LIKE °
SEEN ANYTHING LIKE = CORD PLASMA OR

IT. THE BOY'S SOME KIND OF
BLOOPD... EMERYONIC STEM

CELL, BUT MADE
FROM...YOU.

THE DARK IT'S LIKE A
MULTIVERSE 1S A WOMB IN THAT

REACTIVE REALM. . BROUGHT HER
EVERY WORLD THERE  WITHOUIT ANY METAL

\ 1S CREATED FROM THE = GROLINDING, ITS BEINGS
HOPES OR FEARS OF DIE. BUT... THE
SOMEONE HERE. BOY? HE...?
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I SENT HIM BACK, SIR. T
MANAGED IT JUST BEFORE

AND...T...T
_TEE HERE. TOLD HIM THAT ON

A NIGHT IN THE NEAR
FUTURE HIS PARENTS
WOULD SUGGEST
. BUT THEY GO TO THE
/Y WHATEVER HAPPENED,  THEATER.
[ WHATEVER THEY SAID,
"\ THEY SHOULD STAY
) HOME.

HEH. S0, T

SAVED ONE, SIR.
AT LeasT THAT'S (1T 15. Jo8
SOMETHING, NO7




AND, SIR, T WANT
YOU TO KNOW THAT
I'M PROUWD OF YOU.
WHATEVER THAT VILE  ...yoUu STAYED

TOXIN WAS... YOURSELF. YOU
STAYED BATMAN.
BY FORCE OF
w/LL YOU--

WHEN JOKER
WOKE HERE WITH IN ANCIENT
YOU, HE KEPT TIMES, THE COURT
SAYING ONE THING: JESTER WITH THE
YOU'RE BREAKING SLOWEST WIT
MY HEART. OFTEN WORE A

BROKEN HEART
INSIGNIA.

"HEARTBREAKER"
1S ALSO A TERM
FOR A JOKE THAT'S
FUNNY, BUT TAKES
700 LONG TO

LAND.

RELL,
THE FACT
THAT HE WAS ABLE
TO FUNCT/ON GIVEN
ALL THE DRUGS YOU
PUMPED INTO HIM...
ALL OF IT SUGGESTED
HE'D ADPED SOME
KIND OF MASKED
DECELERAT/ION
AGENT.

/ FORCE OF

| WILL, ALFRED. I DON'T

\ BY A SLEIGHT A LINDERSTAND.
\ OF HAND.

I KNEW HE'D LIKELY ' ‘

R/GGED THE ORIGINAL SIR, 1, ' TO GIVE
TOXIN IN HIS HEART LISTEN TO { | - Me JUST
BEFORE ALL THIS TO \ ME, THAT'S Sy y ENOUGH
GIVE ME MORE TIME NOT-- g TIME.

THAN ANYONE ’ | ,’}. '\"—“ |
a0
Ji“"l“f \
NO, SIR, YOU

WON BECALISE - ‘ I MEANT
YOU REMAINED A WHAT T SAID,
TRUE UNTIL THOSE L ALFRED.
LAST MOMENTS. g
S0 CONTRARY TO
EVERYTHING You
SAID ABOUT BEING
THE WORST OF
THEM--

ASSUMED.

I MEANT EVERY
WOKD. WHAT I SAW WHEN
I STOOD HERE AND STARED
INTO THE DARK...ALL THOSE
VERSIONS OF ME...THE ONES
WHO IMPRESS THEIR WILL
ON THE CITY, ON
THE PEOPLE...  THE ONES

WHO GIVE UP BATMAN
FOR LOVE OR AMBITION
OR GRANDER PLANS
FOR CHANGE...

./
/

EFFECTIVE IN CHANGING ' P~ O, THE HARD TRUTH

THIS CITY. AND B 1S THEY'RE LIKELY BETTER
THEY'RE HAPFIER. BATMEN THAN ME FOR GOTHAM, A
= CITY THAT WAS BUILT ON SECRET
PLANS FOR CONQUEST, FOR W/NNING.
T THOUGHT GOTHAM WAS ONE
THING...BUT IT'S JUST NOT.

MAYBE
EVERYONE WOLILD
BE HAPPIER WITH THEM AS
HEROES. HAPPIER UNDER THAT
ZERUM, WITH THE WHOLE
BURDEN OF GOODNESS
JUST...GONE.




*T‘M SAYING HE’S NOT .
WRONG RBOUT US, ALFRED. | ———
~ HAT MONSTER, LOCKED AWRY L . A=
“ 7 INTHE DUNGEON OF THE HALL

amm  OF JUSTICE..HE'S RIGHT."

N

“WOU CAN'T BE
SRYING...”

“HE’‘S A
NIGHTMARE,
| NOTHING

“*A NIGHTMARE
IS BUILT ON

“THAT'S JOKER
TALKING. HE IS YOLUR
FEAR THAT THE JOKER
IS RIGHT ABOUT THE
WORLD, THRT'S ALL.”

"
.

*NO, JOKER SRYS THAT TO
ACCEPT THRT THERE’'S NO
MEANING IN YOUR ACTIONS
IS TO WIN. SRY, TO BELIEVE
THERE IS MEANING IN ALL
YOUR ACTIONS IS TO WIN.

—

“THAT DEMON, WHRT
HE SAYS IS THAT
THERE 1S NO MEANING
IN YOUR ACTIONS,
THEREFORE THE ONLY
MERNINGFUL ACT IS
TO WIN. HE IS THE
FEAR THRAT WE’RE
BOTH RIGHT,
JOKER AND TI.

o /

“THE FEAR THAT WITHOUT
" ANY GRANDER MEANING,
- AT HEART WE ARE COLD,

| ANIMALISTIC, SELFISH

THINGS.”
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“THEN IF HE'S RIGHT
WHERE IS THE BLOODLY
HOPE IN ANY OF THIS?

|
“WHERE IS
iy THE LIGHT? W
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DAD...S0O YOU KNOW, IT'M
NOT WHERE T WANTED
YOU TO THINK T WAS,

IT WAS
PARTLY A

.-' 1

" I'M COMING, DAD. T N

JUST NEED TO CHANGE !

INTO MY ORANGES. THEY | Y

BROUGHT ME TOO BIG
A SIZE, BUT T CAN--

I MEAN,
I'M...T'M
NOT THERE
YET.

T CALLED IN AND @

3“52 E-'SETE”- THE TRUTH 15...T WANT N

T;EYEI’Q‘; <5 THIS TO CONTINUE. T WANT |

N you  You TO KEEP GOING. WHERE |
YOU ARE ALREADY, IT'S...

BACK. A GOOD THING. 4

HEH.
SO YOoU
KNOW, SON,

NEIRFER  BUT YOU'RE
. TRYING. AND
SO AM I. AND
50 15
EVERYONE.




“WHERE IS THE
IGHT, ALFRED?

"I DON'T KNOW, I'VE
BEEN WRESTLING WITH
THAT A LOT LATELY...

“ BUT THE BATMAN WHO
AUGHS SPOKE ABOUT
LEARNING FROM A BAT.

“HE SAID T AT A BAT,
BEING THE ONLY
MAMMAL THRT CANFLY, g
IS AN EXAMPLE OF WHAT I!a
WE CAN ACHIEVE IF WE T |/
| EMBRACE OUR PRIMAL {1 '/,
NATURE. s/l Y

- "ln v
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“‘ |
&g / S . M . BIRDIS, WITHHOLLOW

FOR FLIGHT THE WRY R
BONES AND FEARTHERED

f ,‘\

“FOR WINGS IT ivd \\\'\\‘,.f AR .
USES ITS OWN FLESH \\\ o0 4
STRETCHED BETWEEN WV
FINGERS THAT REACH \ w4

TOO FAR.

A BAT'S FLIGHT 4
IS ABOUT -

)

DEFYING WHRAT »_

COMES N
NATURALLY,
ACHIEVING

WHRT'S HARD...
II*J “-IIIWHHT'S pH|NFUL;
| BUT SUBLIME.”

\ /
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WORSE, THATS BATMAR, ISN'T '
IT? HE SAYS DEFY YOUR M THINK I'VE ALWAYS l
~ NATURE--DEFY EVERYTHING-- KNOWN THAT. AT LERST — = "
~ TO BE BETTER THAN YOU'RE - IKNEWITWHENIWARS TR
. SUPPOSED TO BE. DAY AFTER ~ THATBOY, RUNNING |' | |
DAY, NIGHT AFTER NIGHT. - IN THE YARD. |
Y | e
\ \ -l ~ “HAPPY IN THE ARMS OF
r— | PEOPLE I WANTED TO BE

| LIKE WHEN I GREW UP. SO
< | T ANK YOU, ALFRED.

| W OTh LN
“BECRUSE THE TRUTH IS
. BATMAN ISN‘T ABOUT
KNOWING WHO YOU RARE,

BUT WHO YOU WANT TO |
BE, AND IN YOUR WRY, R l. -.

YOU’VE ALWAYS BEEN ‘
THERE TELLING ME SO.” I' I
| .
| 1
“‘I'M BLUSHING, SIR...BUT

lll‘ |I|u|:-| T ‘.l-"-
I WANT YOU TO KNOW

,,"-‘lr-'rn-un-n P2 IR R) ll'l"":
SOMETHING. WHRT I WRS
TRYING TO SHY EARLIER...I
TESTEDP THE TOXIN THART
| CHEANGED YOU AND FOUND NO
DECELERRATING AGENT IN IT."
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A

S IT? MAYBE YOU
DIDN'T CHANGE
BECRUSE...WELL,

BECAUSE YOU'RE
BATMAN.”

“ALFRED...”

| “*NO ONE HATES THAT
— I CLOWN MORE THAN I DO.
BUT...BUT WHAT BETTER
JOKE TO PLAY, IN THE END,
M THAN TO TAKE CREDIT FOR
| SOMETHING BATMAN
ACHIEVED HIMSELFP”
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1 “COME NOW, SIR, |
| THAT’S THE BEST

| YOU CAN DO?

m =

B “T MEAN, I KNOW,
I KNOW...BATMAN |
| DOESN'T LAUGH, §
. BUTSTILL.

.| () |

|} T

‘I'M LAUGHING "%
ON THE INSIDE, »
OLD FRIEND...
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" COMMISSIONER, et
ARE YOU OKAY? W1TI—"'| CADET, FINE.
YOU DON'T LOOK | IN FACT...

A

[HE HORROR EUNTINUEﬁ A
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