


The Batman Who Laughs, Part 6
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PAMMIT,
BATMAN, L/STEN
By TO US! YOU ACTIVATING
LAST LAUGH... THAT'S
JUST WHAT THAT
GARGOYLE WANTS!
YOU HAVE TO

IT'S NO
USE, DAD.
HE'S GONE.

) TEN PERCENT HEAL my
BLOOD CELLS LEFT.
THE SLIGHTEST RISE
IN ACTIVITY AND YOU'LL
CROSS THE
THRESHOLPD.

Y YOU NEED

{ 70 sLow DOWN,
\ MAYBE GO INTO
CRYO--

BATMAN?Y! WHY DID
YOU SET OFF THE BECAUZE, |IN,
PROTOCOLY T4 OUR ONLY

CHANCE.

S/IR, YOUR...

YOUR TOX/CITY )

LEVELS...

LAZT LAUGH
CO-OVT# TRE Cl\TY'#
FOWER GRIP. THE GRIM
KNIGHT WILL LIKELY BE
ABLE TO HACK INTO T
IN A MATTER OF HOUR#,
TAKE |T OVER...BUT UNTIL

THEN, WE CONTROL
7.

WE

CONTROL
THE C1TY'#

FOWER.




SO WHAT?!
WHAT DOES A
MATTER OF

HOURS DO7?
IT GIVES LIS

TIME. TIME TO SET
A TRAP FOR HIM.
POESN'T IT?

YEG454. | R
I CAN MAKE Wi Y W BAT URONEZ
EACE ME, BUT 7L T A RE PEZIGNED 10
N"*E‘;; YOUR HELP To [ POUZE THE CITY WITH
2 - PERF 1O B ANTI-TOXIN. |F THE GRIM

A =

PROTECT THE CITy. S~ KNIGHT INFECT# THE

WATERWAY, HE CoulLp
BOTH COAT THE CITY IN
THAT ZERUM.

YOU'RE GOING TO
FIGHT HIM ALONE?
LOOK, YOU'RE ALMOST
ALL HIM RIGHT
NOW.

WHAT MAKES YOU
THINK YOU'LL W/N IN
THIS CONDITION?

HEH,
BECAUZE OF
EXACTLY THAT,
JIIM...T AM
ALMOZT ALL
HIM. ..
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AS WAYNE
FOUNDATION HEAD,

IT IS MY PRIVILEGE
TO PRESENT THIS

AWARD TO THE
ONE AND




...IN FACT,
WHO ELSE WOULD HERE IN GOTHAM,

HAVE HAD THE FORESIGHT, POLICE, TO
THE VISION. TO USE HIS OWN EDUCATION, To FEOPLE CALL HIM THE
MONEY TO PRIVATIZE THE SANITATION...  “WELL "WE'S THE MAN

CITY SERVICES? o WHO “BUYS ALL
. ah (15 THINGS."

174 THE .
THOUGHT THAT
COUNT#.

-_

/7 1%,
MONZTER. NOW
WATCH YOUR
TARGET
CLO#ZELY ...

B.A.T. MAN, BECAUSE,

AND IN DOING 50,

HE'S MADE ALL OF GOTHAM

PART OF HIS FAM/LY. HERE,
PRUCE, FOR YOU, FROM ALL
OF US. ME, DICK, J, BABS,

EVERYONE.

STEPH, DAMIAN, CASS... A8 ‘ T

TIM,
THANK YOU
SO MU--
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AT T MAKE
HIM PIZAFPEAR
EFORE
YOUR VERY
EYES9 5%,
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HA. OH,
I'M ENJOYING
IT PLENTY ...
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HAVE you
LEARNED ANYTHING,

VERKZIONZ OF

\ by 7
L&y £

CONTROL . ..

GUEZ9. YOU'RE
AT IT RIGHT NOW,
AREN'T YOUZ THAT YORTEX

AN WITH THAT
MUCH POWER, THE PORTAL
NUST BE MAFZIYE...YOU
CAN LIKELY 4EE WUNDREDZ,
MAYBE THOUZANPS OF
BRKUCE# ACRO%%
THE DARK .

1T WON'T TAKE THE
GRIMN KNIGHT VERY LONG
1O BREAK YOUR HOLD ON
THE POWER GRIP. OR FOR
YOU TO FINIZK YOUR
TRANSFORMATION.. . WHAT' 4
1O KEEF ME FROM JU4T
N WAITING You
' ouT?
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LWHICH MEANS
YOU CAN #FEE T'M
RIGHT, CAN'T

YOUZ

LEE THAT 2R _ ' Y T HOPE THIS
ALL OF THEM ARE | o ) \ WORKS...

NAPPIER THAN YOUZ )
| BETTER THAN

e g §
D YOU? 4
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OEFEINSES
HITHLY ZING...

‘{é' 'I .
DAD, LISTEN, ©

I...I WANT TO

I GUESS WE IR TALEBL(EJTYOLJ

WAIT TO SEE IF IT ¥
OPENS OR IT KILLS US, AR b
BATMAN SAID HE CODED '
T TO OUR DNA, BUT...
LOOK AT HIM. T DON'T
KNOW WHAT TO THINK

ANYMORE.

I HAVE TO. PLEASE...T KNOW
I CAN NEVER MAKE UP FOR
WHAT I'VE DONE, WHO

I'VE BEEN... |
BUT I DIDN'T GIVE

...50 MUCH " - IN. BECAUSE THESE
SO THAT THE OTHER ~ . LAST FEW DAYS, WORKING
NIGHT, T WAS GOING TO WITH BATMAN...WITH
THROW THE MEDICINE IN THE YOU...T WANT TO
RESERVOIR. BECAUSE BEING TRY. 1 DO.
DECENT, BEING GOOPD...IT'S | o
ALMOST ALL FA/N. y

Y I'M ASKING

Y YOU TO LET ME
| COMPLETE THE
A PROGRAM.

Y PLEASE, \
DAD, LOOK
AT ME.

I'M SORRY,
JAMES, BUT
NO.




LOOK, ALL THOSE YEARS

I TRUSTED THAT... THAT YOU
WERE FIGHTING THE EVIL IN YOU, LOOK, MAYBE

ONE DAY T'LL BE ABLE TO
EVEN WHEN NO ONE ELSE DID. T

BELIEVE YOU AGAIN. BUT...

BELIEVED THAT BENEATH IT ALL, You ¥z Y22 #00N. 2rs

_ . WERE GOOD. BUT IT WAS ALL. B gl '

- . ALWAYS, A MASK. A MASK

y T YOU WERE WEARING.

v f , NO,
et DAMMIT!

JUST...
JUST NO.

AMNALYSIS
CLEPR.

ARMORY |
OPE.
ENTER BT '
YOUR OWI
RISK.

THAT...IS A LOT OF
BATARANG GLUNS.

LISTEN, JAMES,

I PROMISE YOU THAT
WHEN THEY RE-INCARCERATE
YOU, T'LL MAKE SURE YOU'RE...
TREATED WELL. THAT
WHATEVER PROGRAMS
WE HAVE--

IT'S OKAY,
DAD. REALLY.
I LINDERSTAND.
HERE, COME
ON...
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< “"...WE HAVE A WAR
TO PREPARE FOR." S/R, PLEASE!
/ YOU'RE DOWN 70O LESS YOU DO THIS
THAN FIVE PERCENT YOU FIGHT HIM, YOU EXERT

sl YOURSELF IN ANY WAY THAT y
- GETS YOUR BLOOD PUMPING -
AND YOU'LL BE LOST!
YOU NEED T0...T0 DO
SOMETHING.

T AN VPOING
SGONMETHING. JUsT
FROMIZE ME THAT

YOU'LL #TICK TO THE
FLAN, ALFRED AND
WHEN THE BATMAN WHO
LAVLGHZ GET# HERE...
YOU'LL #TAY
AWAY.

I...I DON'T
WANT YOU FAC/ING
THAT DEMON
ALONE.

ALFRED. 1

MEANT £4TAY

AWAY FROM
ME.




THERE'% 4 MICHIENE
KIGHIZBEFCKE @
CAUGH WHEN THE BEQPY
LOCRZ 1P TBNZE%

THe ziipiraGH
HAKZEN=, THE LEARYNX
CLOwES. BVERYTHING

THa@T 7 HOW | FEELZ J=T
NOW. LIKE THE WHELE Ty

1% ABOUT TQ LET QUT A LAUGH: .
A LAUGH (T HELZ IN FOK
FOUR HUNEKER YEAKZ:

CAN THEY FEFL |TZ THE LA<T
LAUGH CF GATHAM EITre

T SENL P55 TINGLING...
THE WATER [N ARKHAMZ FEEL (T ROAKING LP vV
| FKoM THE BEAKOCKZ

CAN THEY FEEL [T 10, ACKC 4%

THE GNLY QUEZTICN IZ....
| L WILL GOTHAM
LAUGH WITH ME...



; .-.__. ¥ |...F._
| ..1.-1|.. .ﬂu w..._ .
\ . e e I
RS0 2 Yo Tl BT IR
- = o b L i q—._ m —W 4
! |_ ] ~JL] 1 .—_ -.__t._ ,...___h -... |
Ay 7 D& .r...._r,._-lu.-.. r-._”..
- ”. a _ lu_.-.ul. ] [ ..r_-.ul.u
F._h_ \ 1 ......._.._T .-..—’ _m iy
i ' DL L
A 13 W)

___ . . o -.._.u ._ __......“.._u_,_”__..._.. u__.., .__._.,,__”. ri....__ 4
. . AN S J _t:-..f.,ﬂ
0 Y il f .b._r.____.g.h% b |
L R ; L oy MR-
B il £ 5 oo U - 0

D
e
- |
Q
=







/F YOU
CAN HEAR ME, I'M
AT THE FINAL
DOORWAY.

PEFENSES
WERE THICK,
BUT I'M DOWN
TO TWO

WTRUDER,
JIA0 bowr,
Ol
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A LEFT--

NOW
I'M AT THE
WATERING

HOLE.

STANDING
RIGHT ABOVE
THE DROP.




I DON'T
KNOW THAT I'D
CALL US OFF/CIAL
BATS, BUT
HEY...

Y | WE'RE
¥ OUT FOR
YOUR BLOOD
AND WE HAVE
REALLY BAD
EYES/GHT.
S0...HERE'S
HOPING WE
QUALIFY. A4

: ' ~—
HEH., YOU /
THINK THOSE SUITS 1

ILL PROTECT

BUT SEE, T'VE
STUDIED YOUIR BATMAN'S
ARMORY. EVEN HIS MOST

ADVANCED TECH ISN'T

EEYOND ME.

CHAIN MAIL...AND IF YOU
TOUCH US, THEY'LL DELIVER =
A CHARGE THAT'LL L~
SEND YOU THROLGH
THE CAVE WALL.

A 7 /
I'M
YO
IT

e
;A
—

[ 2L
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NO MORE
GADGETS AND
TRICKS, JIM. THIS
1S YOU AND ME,
STANDING ON THE
ROOF IN THE




YOU WANT ME, WE FINISHED YOU
YOU @#577 ON YOUR WORLD,
WE'LL FINISH |

COME YOU HERE!
AND GET

ME! . S A —
B\ < o . YOU LOCKED
HIM AWAY, FORGOT
“WE"? HA! - ABOUT HIM. iy
DO YOU KNOW -
WHAT YOU DID TO Y

YOUR SON ON MY YOU WERE SO
WORLD, JIM? BUSY HUNTING ME

THAT YOU DIDN'T
HAVE TIME FOR
HIM.

OTHERS
TRIED TO HELP
HIM...BRUCE WAYNE,
EVEN ME...BUT ANY
TIME WE TRIED, YOU
NEVER BEL/IEVED
IN HIM.

EVENTUALLY,
HE HUNG
HIMSELF IN
PRISON.

Y  YOUR N V7'S
B WORLD MEANS [ JUST A HUMAN

. MASK HE'S
175 JdST  WEARING...”

A MASK,” YOU
SAID.

NOTHING

SOLIND
FAMILIAR,
JAMES?




yp— N

YUNDERNEATH THAT '

MASK /1S A MONSTER."" | 4

ENERGY HAS ¥ b
PEAKED! /

OUR
BRUCE WAYNE
/S ABOUT TO COME
THROUGH THE PORTAL!
BUT YOUR

v AL[¥ Sl
THE PLAN/

) BUT
S/R, YOU'RE
DOWN 70 ONE
PERCENT...




... YOU'RE
ALMOST ALL
HIM!




HA!
I'LL BREAK
THROUGH
\ YOUR ARMS
A THIS...

Y 1 WoN'T!
T 595WEAR
| 70 yYou! Jus1

RUN/

BRUCE, LOOK
AT ME! LOOK! 4TAY
AWAY FROM HIM! KUN
THIZ WAY! PAZT NE, TO
TMOo%E GATES! KEEF
RUNNING !

ALFRED?!

ALFRED...

THERE'S A
MONSTER!

ALFRED?!
WHERE ARE




HE DOESN'T
BELIEVE IN YOU,
JAMES! HE DOESN'T
LOVE YOU!

SAYING

d i

' vyou KNOW
I'M RIGHT!

WHAT THE
HELL DO YOU KNOW
ABOUT LOVE?! T LOVE MY SON
WITH EVERY DAMN BONE IN MY
BODY! T LOVE HIM WHETHER
HE'S GOOP OR
HE'S...OR--

P YOU CAN'T SAY
YOU CAN'T © IT BECAUSE IT'S WHAT

; _ EVEN S4Y IT. YOU BELIEVE.
y / _ A PSYCHOPATH.
/ y > A KILLER. A IT'S WHAT EVERYONE
y MONSTER... BELIEVES ABOUT YOU, JAMES.
= _ A WHAT THEY'LL ALWAYS
AP ) BELIEVE.
IH,:———-- f;.-- ~ J _
| | YOU KNOW IT.
DEEP DOWN, YOU DO. S0
N GIVE YOUR FATHER WHAT HE

e WANTS. GIVE THEM ALL WHAT

¥ B THEY WANT. YOU WERE
/ ‘ HAPPIER THAT WAY, YoU

RE PERFECT. ‘|
; I WERE PERFEC

DPON'T LISTEN
TO...=GAK=
TO HIM, JAMES!
PLEASE! PLEASE
HELP ME!




PLEASE! 1
LOVE YOU! T

JAMES. .. i fty// '
S KOFF= g 4@

S~ (ud®
N o

OH NO...NO,
JAMES = GAK=
PLEASE! T WAS

WRONG/!

YOU
WEREN'T.

"YyOU TROUGHT THE
BOY WA% YOUR
ACE, ENZ'




T WON'T
LET YOU NEAVR
HIA!
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BRUCE, YOUR
LEVELS, CAN YOU

HEAR ME?! T SEE
NO HEALTHY
BLOOD CELLS
LEFT! NONE/
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