


The Batman Who Laughs, Part 5



2m ot (Shhhhh.) When I've felt off in the T think of my first

guicg past..I always came riding the subway. Waiting
A back to the same thing: for the train  come,
arely. the city itself. standing on the plat

with my father, excited.

He smiles at me.
Hands me a token. It’s
brass with a map of
Gotham in its earliest
days printed on the
front. | stare at it.

“Right now, k do,”
he says, “you're
nolding everythin
this city stands for
in your hand.”

When I ask
what he means,
he says that

n most cities,
public transit
costs more the
farther you
travel from the
city center.

So people of
means live at
the edges...

the poorest

at the heart.

But Goth was
founded on the idea
that everyone is
equal, all rides
cost the same from

Swamp
to Wayne Tower.

“The one means a
single fare for all,”
he says. “The rin
means we protec
each other. The light
in the sky means we
strive to be better.

It’s all ;fght there,
[ ] ]
I am //
/ mesmerized. /;ﬂ

, Sz The train comes /
iy ;;.:._.;"}'; 5}?’;‘;@1 ?nd Itdtc;nfi want  /
"""" SEL =TT o put the foken
o LU TTr<E .
fﬁffilllf,""‘ in the slot. Ever. / ;‘f
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| P / /
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I see the token p
Hnow, in my mind, /
and I..I am /
myself again. /

AN, I am Gotham.
£t % 7 Because Gotham

js Batman. They

are one idea.
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The idea that
together...
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... WE bring KILL THAT | -
out the very @#5%!
best in _

each other.
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STAND DOWN! T'M THE
REAL BATMAN, DAMMIT!
HE'S THE BATMAN WHO
LAUGHS! RIGHT
THERE!

. DON'T
LISTEN TO HIM!
HE'S TRYING
TO TRICK



NO! HE'S
OFFICERS! HIS ~ ! GETTING AWAY!
CAPE |15 KEVLAR!/ - LISTEN TO ME! T
BRING IN THE A.P.S | KNOW ALL OF
OR JUST AIM FOR YOU! WE'VE

WIS MOUTH. ,, WORKED
. - N ; TOGETHER!

YOU'RE OFFICER
LAURIE LENNER, AND
YOU'RE OFFICER DAVID

JIMENEZ! ﬁ,’_

Why aren’t they
listening?!
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\ 1 | / 4107 IT!
N A | STOP FIRING!
THIS ISN'T
YOu!

It is them,

rEe

You need
Lo
of here!

— .‘\

Go,
go!




EVERYONE!

Y AFTER HIM! BRING

UP THE ARMOR
| PIERCERS! WHERE
. ARE THE--

COMING NOW,
MA'AM!

MR. WAYNE!

BRLICE!

A.P.S ARE
HERE!

BRING THEM
UP FRONT!




More in front...
cutting you off!
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i N\ That you’d... *

o - ...50 show them!
¥ them wha
really are/

/

..suddenly R
they stop. o ; W”L;lﬁ; 2
¢4 DIp You

I ##SAID HOW'S
YOUR FATHER, OFFICER
JIMENEZ? BUS ROUTE

FIFTEEN...GETS A LITTLE

DANGEROUS AT

NIGHT, EH?  AND YOU, OFFICER

LENNER...FIRE ESCAPE

OUTSIDE YOUR BEDROOM

WINDOW STILL MAKE YOu
NERVOUSSS...7 T SEE
YOU CHECKING IT IN THE

MIDDLE OF THE
NIGHT... HEH.

OFFICER PINE? FIVE
ELMORE LANE. OFFICER
GANTZ? ONE NARROWS

HEIGHTS! T KNOW
EVERYTHING ABOUT

ALL OF YOU!

NOW I'M

Y GONG TO WALK oUT N9
/' OF THIS PLACE, AND IF

YOU EVEN TH/NK OF

CALLING THE BOATS,

OR THE CHOPPERS...
T WiLL COME

They’ll never
let you out!
They’ll call in
the A.V.s,

the boat 9!!!'
because Lhey
think you’re
him/!

And before I know
it, I'm yelling! s

Yelling at I:hem
Scream:ng...

~..and they finally .

hear me! They
and...

...MAYBE TONIGHT,

MAYBE TOMORROW, MAYBE A
YEAR FROM NOW, BUT T WILL
COME .. .FOR YOU AN EVERYONE
YOU LOVE AN T WILL MAKE WHAT

. HAFPPENEPD TO THI# BRUCE WAYNE
A HERE LOOK LIKE A DAMNED

MERCY.
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RECOGNIZE 9§
THEM, JIM? THE
BATMAN WHO
LAUGHS MADE

THEY'RE ALL

VERSIONS OF

YOUR SON...
JAMES.

NO, THEY
CAN'T BE...

LOOK AT
THEM. REALLY S
LOOK, e

USUALLY, IT
TAKES A WHILE ¥
FOR SOMEONE TO
BECOME A ROBIN.
BUT YOUR BOY...IT §
WAS ALMOST LIKE
HE WANTED IT.

LIKE IT'S
ALL HE EVER
WANTED...

‘/f; ‘
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ON MY WORLD, ,
..To HUNT, ¥ AFTER YOU TOOK ME DOWN 7 L%EE“I"T:'[ %Gg}y??y
TO KI/LL. AND WERE REINSTATED AS ou

COMMISSIONER, SOME OF THE , ANV FEED YOUR INSIDES

OFFICERS MADE YOU THIS. TO YOUR BOY--
AS A SYMBOL. -

Y HA! OKAY,
 J IM! THAT'S
) GOOD!

“..CARRY
YOU FAR AND
FRST...

RUNNING. IT's

MORE FUN




DAAADDPD...

B PLEASE!
N TAMES!




THEY'RE
NOT ME.

I'M RIGHT
HERE.

I USED

B TO KNOW ALL

"

THESE TUNNELS
HOW DID YOU BUT
FIND ME? YOU SAID
YOU--

BEING DOWN
HERE...




“..THE PRST FEELS
MORE RERL THAN IT
HAS IN R WHILE.”

GO ON,
NOW. LET'S
HAVE A LOOK
AT YOU.

WHY HAVE
YOU COME

OH WE
RECOGNIZE YOU,
DEMON. AND WE

WILL JUDGE YOUR
REQUEST AGAINST
ALL WE KNOW




HA. THE FLATTERY
FROM THIS GHOUL. WHY
HEAR HIM OUT AT ALL?Y

LET'S TEST OUT THE NEW
CHAMBERS ON HIM INSTEAD.
THE HERETICS FPERCH?
THE HOODED
HOLLOW?

TRADITION
THAT WE LET
THE LITTLEST
ONE DECIDE.

YES,

THE LITTLE
ONE SHOULD
CHOOSE! HEAR
HIM OUT OR

NO, THE
RED CLUTCH! IT'LL
TAKE YEARS FOR HIM
TO EXPIRE IF WE
CAUTERIZE HIS
STUMPS...

I WILL
DECIDE HELLO.

~ THEN.

WHY
SHOULD WE
HEAR YOU OUT,
CREATURE?




THE TALONS
WILL TAKE YOUR
HEAD NOW. T'D LIKE
TO MAKE IT A LAMP.
A NIGHT LIGHT
FOR MY ROOM.

ALL RIGHT
THEN, THEY
ARE CALLED!

HIS HEAD GOES
TO THE
YOUNGLING.

THE REST,
WE WILL DECIDE

/<

ENOUGH!
WE ONLY HUMORED
YOUR CASE FOR OUR

N AMUSEMENT.

NOW YOU
CAN TAKE YOUR
REQUEST UP WITH
THE TALONS,
BEAST!




MY GOD... \
THE TALONS... | -
WHAT HAS 1
HE--

YOU WILL
FAY FOR THIS,
MONSTER! WE
WILL F/ND YOU,

WHEREVER

YOU HIDE!

NO...THOSE N
EXPLOSIONS... f =%




NO! WHAT ARE
YOU...PLEASE...SIR,
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M ARE YOW?’/

WHAT
HAPPENED TO
MY --

WHO ARE
ouz?!

I don’t
recognize
myself

anymore...

T
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So again I 790 back to the |
beginning. To the city. =
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~—  Seeit for what it
~~  Is, what it always —
;;;ﬁ has been, always T

Batman is Gotham. “
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= \ w "
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And Gotham is
- about people being
m, - ® bEttEf} tOQEthE'f'm
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will be. It’s Batman, = \

rer iﬂg Fee
gether...?

Focus. See deeper, dammit!
To the bedrock. The #%"

mica schist it’s all built on.
The idea. The blueprin--

- ' Y GOOD WORK,
BATMAN! AL N Y JAMES! STAY SIMPLE...
BATMAN COME IN! I S WHERE YOU ARE! )
HAVE HIM, I HAVE DAD! Pl T'M SENDING A THE GRIM
BUT WE'RE TRAPPED _. | War - VEHICLE KN/IGHT, HE'S
IN THE SEWER... | Y NOW! BOOBY-TRAPFPING
WE NEED-- i - THE ROUTES! TO GET
O = LS OUT AT THIS POINT

YOU'D NEED A BOAT, A
PLANE, MAYBE A UCAMN
TANK. .. WHAT KIND OF
VEHICLE COULD YOU
POSS/BLY SEND

' THAT WOULD--



YOU ALL
RIGHT?

WE'RE FINE,
/ — BUT DAD SAW
——y——— e \ WHAT HE'S

HAVE TO ACT
FAST.

v =

> T WAS IN HIS LAIR, -
BATMAN, AND THE STUFF HE'S HE HAS :
LS MAKING...THIS SERUM...YOU ' FOUR OF THE SIX Y
&= | WERE RIGHT. IT CHANGES PEOPLE  CONTAINERS HE
B\ INTO THEIR WORST SELVES,

NEEDS OF THE
CELL BY CELL... A\ STUFF.

OUR ONLY
ADVANTAGE 1S THAT
WE CAME AFTER HIM
BEFORE HE WAS READY,
/. WITH You BEFORE HE HACKED
HERE WE CAN STOP  LAST LAUGH.
HIM. WE CAN ZET IT
OFF AND PROTECT
THE CITY.

HERE, THOUGH...
WE NEED TO DO IT

MINUTES OF EACH OTHER

OR IT'LL #HUT POWN FOR
\ SEVEN DAYS FOR ZAFETY
. AND BE INOPERABLE.

>

B L. IT DO DISMANTLE GOTHAM'S
B8 © /T v> M ENTRY POINTS, DISCONNECT

'/ IT FROM THE NATIONAL

GRID, OUTSIDE WATER,

RESOUIRCES. BOTTOM LINE,
LAST LAUGH WILL TURN
GOTHAM INTO A QUARANTINE
ZONE AND ELIMINATE ANY
CHANCE OF THE BATMAN
WHO LAUGHS INFECTING
THE WATER SUPPLY.

IT'LL ALSO 5.0 |
GIVE US A : BATMAN,
THOUSAND WAYS WAIT. BEFORE
OF CATCHING HIM. | WE DO THIS... T...

HERE, JUST PUT )\ I WANT TO SAY /S
\ YOUR HAND-- £ SOMETHING... £




OF
COURSE
IT WILL.

Y ... THAT IT'S
& M GOING TO BE
A OKAY.

NOW PLEASE, JIM,

PUT YOUR HAND ON
THE PANEL. THE vOICE
RECOGNITION WILL ACTIVATE.
THE CODE |18 THE MIAGANI
A0YING ON THE OLD
SUBWAY CHANGE
TOK--

WORKED.
THANK
GOD.
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WHAT ARE
YOU WAITING
FOR, BATMAN?Y
WHAT IS IT? £

$/ WE BARELY
S8 PULLED THAT

OLD FRIEND.
ACTIVATE IT
AND SAVE
THE CITY.

F THAT
W GRIM KNIGHT
8 MONSTER HADN'T TRIED

YOU'RE
RIGHT. WE
WERE

LUCKY...

TO HUNT ME DOWN
INSTEAD OF KILLING ME
OUTRIGHT...IF YOU
HADN'T BEEN ABLE TO
GET US OUT OF THERE...
WE WERE LUCKY.

...IT'S ALMOST %
LIKE...IT'S WHAT

HE WANTED ALL
ALONG...

ABOUTY BATMAN,
THE COUNTDOWN

PON'T YOU SEE?
HE WANTED YOU TO ESCAPE.
HE CAN'T HACK LAST LAUGH.
BUT HE'S FOUND SOME KIND
OF ACCESS TO THE DAMN

RESERVOIR. HE NEEDED
ME TO ACTIVATE IT.

,E;:r_ T ‘ IT'S
e B ALWAYS BEEN
HIS PLAN.

THAT'S
WHY I COULDN'T
FIND ANY TAMPERING

WITH THE PIPES OR
: WATER WAYS.

THAT...THAT
CAN'T BE TRUE. HE
CAN'T BE THAT--

" DON'T
ANSWER |8
Ay

r BATMAN,

o  DON'T

e ANSWER
. A0 THAT!




GOTHAM
BETTER THAN

YOU EVER-- 48

ENOUGH! T
FIGURED OUT YOUR
DAMNED PLAN! I
WON'T LET
YOU WIN!

YOU WON'T MAKE
GCOTHAM INTO SOME MONZTER!
SO SHOW ME WHATEVER DEAD

ERUCE WAYNE YOU--




DVAMMIT,
DON'T LISTEN TO

HIM. BATMAN! SHUT
THE MESSAGE
OFF NOW!
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“YE#Z,
BROTHER!
YE%.

"KEMEMBER
I7...

"KEMEMBER THAT
FUBWAY TOKEN IN
OUR HANP. THAT
MORNING BACK
WHEN WE WERE
YOUNG.

"KEMEMBER FATHER ZMILING. 'KIGHT
NOW, KIPPO,” HE AP, 'YOU'RE
HOLPZING EVERYTHING THI# CITY

FTANDZ FOR IN YOUR KAND.'

“AND KE WA%Z RIGHT.
IT wA9 ALL THERE.
THE TRUE MEANING.

"YOU JYST DIDN'T
4EE 1T THEN.

"BUT NOW
You po!”




YOU ZEE |T FOK .

V' WHAT |IT ALWAYZ WA%, AND N

I WHAT IT CAN BE NOW. NOT A

BEACON, NOT A LIGHT. A

\ PARKKNE#%. AN OFEN MOUTH

L WITH #HARF TEETH. A NEW
| KINDZ OF CITY... g

A ClTY OF
FPEOFLE WHO
LAUGH LA#T,
LIKE ME. LIKE
YCLU...

SIR, STOP! PLEASE! :
HEAR ME! YOU MUSTN'T LISTEN!
THE LEVELS IN YOUR BLOOD... -
T'S NEARLY SATURATED WITH
HIS TOXIN! YOU'RE NOT

f
THE CITY MIGHT NOT B “EEING CLEARLY:
WHAT YOU THOUGHT BUT YOUR
FAMILY--THE WAYNES, AND OTHERS,
THEY STOOD ALONE FOR WHAT'S
RIGHT. FOR SOMETHING BETTER!
THAT'S WHAT YO ARE!
WHO YOU ARE!




HAHA! YE#/

GO ON, BROTHER. 4EE
1T A7 1T CAN BE! A7 IT
FHOULY BE! T KNOW

Ve 11/
FOR ONCE IN YOUR |
LIFE BE GOTHAM'S KEAL

| BATMAN! BE THE #YMBOL OF

WHAT THIZ CITY TRULY 14!
LEAD T FORWARD!
FINALLY, LEAR 1T
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