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The Batman Who Laughs, Part 4



There’s a saying here in
Gotham...it was adopted
from the Miagani Tribe
who lived here long ago...

- 3
\ G

A\ /i ... before they were

L all murder
| 1~./ I— There’s even a
A ?% AN A\ N Latin version on
AR our subway token.
\ LT It goes.. “Through new
... “Happiness eyes...”
1 sl

v .. is seeing the
\ .\ world through \
& the eyes o \ |
- children.” . There’s truth
in it, though.

o WS

I’ve never told
anyone this, but
whenever I have a
... WHenever
) I doubt myself,
'~ or my mission
<4 as Batman (like
HOoW... J..I try to
\ see things through
my children’s eyes.
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Dick was the first
Robin. He had the
happiest eyes. Circus
eyes, Weightless

Leaping, never falling.

But it’s true
of all of them.

Yy r

So remind
yourself,
Bruce. Now.
Quickly...

//

s feel it.
The joy,
the

it brings...



THEBATLAVE:

... LO Jook into ..see the
- your cHild’s world as
eyes... they see it.

]

WHAT
HAVE YOU
DONE?!

THAT VAMNED &
THING OFF RIGHT 8
NOW! LET ME |

| SEE YOUR A
S BLOODY... 4

ALFRED.

NOT BRUCE .
ANYMORE.

NO! EVERY
MONSTER YOU'VE
FACED...YOU ALWAYS WON
BY REMAINING TRUE TO
WHO YOU ARE. MY BOY. BRUCE
WAYNE. THIS...T
WON'T LET YOU!



ALFRED, LISTEN
TO ME VERY CAREFLILLY.
THE BATMAN WHO LAUGHS, MADE OF TR sk
THE WAY HIS EYES WORK, HE Y 2/ ene it o1 1em oLt
SEES THROUGH THE MEMBRANE TO .2 Dank ENERGY. THE
THE DARK MULTIVERSE... SEES oy inaly
ALL THE THINGS PEOPLE il g
FEAR, DEZIRE...THEIR s Rl
URGEZ. § ’

I FORGED THE VISOR IN YOUR
HANDS FROM THE PARK METAL WE

STRIPPED FROM GOTHAM. Y PLEASE.

| I'LL TAKE ¥
IT'S ATTUNED d 1T FROM You
TO THE SAME ENERGY IF T HAVE
AS HIS. IF T CAN LEARN TO TO.
USE IT, T MIGHT BE ABLE TO B
PREDICT WHERE THE NEXT
ERUCE WAYNE IS COMING £
THROUGH. BEAT HIM AT 4
HIS OWN GAME.

I...I'M SO
SORRY.
T--




LOOK AT
ME!

FPLEASE...
—KOFF=
BRUCE...




7 BATMAN
5 ABOUT
 GOTHAM. ..

THERE 1S NO
PROTECTING
YOU THIS

1 KNOW, BRUCE,
AND I'M SORRY,
TOO. MY JOB IS TO
FPROTECT YOU,
THOUGH. AND T
JUST...

g/ BUT...BATMAN ISN'T
ABOUT ME. HE NEVER
| WAS. HE'S ABOUT
EVERYONE ELSE. YOU
TAUGHT ME THAT,
ALFRED. YOU.

...L NEED
TO SEE IT AS THAT
ONZTER DOES.




LITRUGGLING

AND FIGHTING EVEN

THOUGH THERE'#
NCWHERE

TO RUN.

. T NEVER
l!‘ Y T0LD You THI#, BUT
| WHEN T WAZ BATMAN,
YOU WERE MY BE#T

i FRIEND.

AFTER ALL, YOLU WERE THE
ONE WHO TAUGHT THEM
HOW TO #EE BATMAN FOK
WHO HE WAZ. THE LIGHT
IN THE £KY...

LBUT ME, A2 T
AN NOW, T NEVER GO1
10 MEET YOU. 4EE, ON MY
WORLD, T WA BORN JU&T

AFTER JOKER FINALLY
CRO%4ED THE LINE, KILLED

CROC, FREEZE, ALL THE

VILLAING, HUNPREDS OF /

FEOVLE, PEAPD.

YOU, THOUGH, EVEN '
THEN YOU WERE DETERMINED
10 BRING HIM IN BY
THE BOOK.

20 TO BE FUNNY,
JOKER BOORY-TRAFPFPED YOUVR
NOTEBOOK WITH THI# 4PRING-
LOAPVED ACID...

YEZ, YOU
MATVE A Z0OUNTP
|U&T LIKE
THRAT.

BUT HERE
YOU AKE, NO#ZE
ANIZ ALL! HAA! FUNNY,
BECAUZE ¥ |T WASN'T
FOR YOUR PDEATH.. . BAT-
MAN WOULDN'T MAVE
KILLED THE JOKEKR
ANY THERE'D BE
NC ME.

SFFE, IN A
WAY, YOU'RE
MY BEZT
FRIEND, TOO.
HARA!

THE THING T
KEMEMBER MOZT WAS
CATCHING YOUR GLAS9E#.
T DIPN'T UNPERZTAND WHAT
WAZ HAPPENING YET, THEN T
LOOKED UF AND AW |T WA%
BECAUSE yOuU PIPN'T
HAXE A NOFE
NYMORE.




PLEASE
M/SEEHAVE,
JIM.

\
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HE MAY THINK YOU'RE
SOME F/INAL ENEMY, SOME
ENDGAME, BUT YOU'RE JUST
ONE MORE #5%57 " !&@ RIDICULOUS
COSTUME IN THE ARKHAM
INTAKE BIN! ONE MORE
ORANGE JUMPSUIIT. RIGHUT! T SEE
YOU FOR
WHAT YOU--
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% ' T
B-BATMAN, ) b |
ARE You - - APPEARS

.- ' YOU WERE
THERE? ir , _ RICLT

THE GRIM
KN/IGHT SEEMS TO
BE USING THE C/ITY'S
ELECTRICAL GRID TO

T B CERTAIN REPOS/TORIES
v OF DARK METAL.

you ' . THAT'S HOW
STRIPPED \ THEY'RE DOING IT.
MOST OF |T OUT, CHOOSING WHICH BRLICE

BUT THERE /S ENOUGH ‘ | WAYNES 70O BRING

LEFT IN SOME PLACES THROUGH. IF YOU CAN
70 CREATE - FIGURE OUT

e - _ ‘ WHERE-- /T WILL,
CORTALS ' ALFRED.
PATCH ME
THROUGH TO

JAMES.




] HAVE
7 /'\ YOU FOLIND THE
WATERWAY HE'S I'M JUsT

PLANNING TO ABOUT TO CHECK ™

LSE? THE BIGGEST ONE B
- \  RIGHT NOW. /B

NARROWED IT
DOWN TO

o/

HOW ARE
YOU?

n ¥
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WAIT! BEFORE
YOU GO, WHEN T WAS
GROWING UP, MY FATHER,
HE ALWAYS RESPECTED YOUR Vi - .
CODE. THE NO-KILLING I
RULE. ONE DEATH, EVEN | B

JOKER'S, WOLILD BE A

SLIPPERY SLOPE. N S
TO ME, - i 4——*—1"‘1 2y
THOUGH, THAT ¥ . \;
WAS NONSENSE. P ——
SEE, BEFORE MY P SO WHAT )

TREATMENT, T SAW HAPPENED TO THEM, o
PEOPLE AS SELF/ISH. BY MY HAND, OR BY THE
SMALL. CRUEL. ~ HAND OF GOTHAM...IT Was Tl
JUSTICE. BAD PEOPLE, BAD _
CITY, BAD FATE. IT ALL |
MAKES PERFECT SENSE. y \

ONE FLAT VOI/CE.




NOW, THOUGH,
BEING THIS WAY...

/T DOESN'T MATCH
\ UP ANYMORE. NOT

I'M SAYING I
WAS ALREADY WHO I WAS

[ LONG BEFORE I KILLED ANYONE.
THE SLOPE ISN'T THE ACTION, |

IT'S THE BEL/EF.

BAD THINGS

HAPPEN TO GOOD PEOPLE.
THERE'S A DISCONNECT,

AND THAT S WHERE EMOTION

I KNOW

COMES IN, VOICES GO H iﬁm‘- h.?-—";
UP AND DOWN, - .

/TS HOW YOoU
SEE THINGS. I KNOW HOW
SEDUCTIVE IT CAN BE. I M/SS
/T EVEN NOW, THE WAY T
ALL MAKES SENSE...

WHERE HE'S T8
HEADED &

ONE LAST
THING, THOUWGH. YOU
ASKED ME BACK IN THE
SEWERS /F YOU WERE
GOING 70 LOSE
70 HIM. AND YOU

BUT EVEN
WHEN YOU WIN, IN
CASE YOU CAN'T STOP
WHAT' S HAPPENING TO
\  YOU...PO YOU HAVE
A FAIL -SAFE 4




‘ COMPUTER,
TEST WATER FOR
CONTAM/INANTS.

.You
negver can
be too
careful.




TALK?!

T HAVE
NOTHING
TO SAY TO
YOU!

= W

Haha!
Easy,
Batsss! 1
kvnow You
have vaccinegs,
medicines at
the ready, but
oV don't
REALLY want
me bleeding

4} ouvry




Becavse!
I Ccameé To

"9 SAY WHAT?

"HAWA"Z TO
LAUGRZ!

FAY WHATZ!
YOU GOT WHAT
YOU WANTED!

WHAT ARE
YOU TALKING |
ABOUT? /

you PUT
{ THAT DAMN TOXIN

|l N YOUR HEART
YOURSELF.

IT WAS
ALWAYS YOUR
FINAL TRAP.

You and
- I..we’ll always
. be at wavr, You ?L\Ihk
we matter, T think
life is a bad

) @i#%/4& joke. ¢

SO WHAT,
THENY YOU
WANT ME TO

WINZ

I believe
'll win. That T/II
watch Yyou scream
at my feet as this
City dies, and own

that day

I will laugl.,
at you.

¥
But just
once, and

never again,
here and
now .. 1..1
want you
7o know...




Y 5O YOU'RE
HERE TO SAY
GOOD-BYE?

Nﬂ,BAfGTHAI
IT'm here to

JOKER, LISTEN oh, IT’ll blow
TO ME. MY FRIEND, MY your *R@BsHPH HEH...
AIDE...IF T TURN INTO THAT head off. Hel. CROSS YOUR

MONSTER, HE WON'T DO _ HEART?
WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE. \\

I KNOW IT. HE WON'T BE ~

ABLE TO. BUT YOU...IF

I TURN INTO HIM--

f#' It was the

\ scariest sound,
the laughter...

- /




BLALKGATEIPRISON.

..L'd hear it as soon as I
entered this block.

This section of Blackgate
used to be a transitional
~ wing for inmates from
| = Arkham. who'’d
& i been treated at the asylum,
of S found rational.

e —

You'd think Arkhar
would be the , but
this wing...the joy the inmates felt having
escaped Arkham...it was haunting.

Now it’'s barely used,
which is why I am in no
rush to strip the dark
metal from the pilings in
the

THE ENERGY
READING /S
RISING.

IT'S OFF THE
CHARTS. THIS IS
THE PLACE.

WP EFS e
g " e -

P T m——
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MY GUESS IS
WHATEVER PORTAL
HE'S CREATING
WILL OPEN ANY
SECOND.

| " BE CAREFUL, %%
SIR. |F THE PORTAL
CAN BRING ANOTHER
BRUCE WAYNE HERE,
COULDN'T IT ALSO BRING |

YOU 7O WHATEVER
UIMENS/ON /S ON
THE OTHER S--




I SAID,
FREEZE!

SHAT UP!
YOU'RE...YOU'RE
HIM! YOU'RE THE ONE
WHO LAUGHS!

I'M NOT HIM. YOUR TAG--YOU'RE COMMANDING OFFICER DAVID —
HARPER. YOU'RE 29, YOU HAVE A WIFE NAMED CALLIE AND A S
DAUGHTER NAMED MADELINE. SHE'S TWO. YOU'RE A
GOOD COP, AND T NEED YOULIR HELP. .

BUT HOW
DO T KNOW
YOU'RE THE

. REAL--

- —
L il u _ - 1_
> -

_ ¥ MADELINE HAS A
o ) Y STUFFED BATMAN SHE TAKES N0
A ¥/ EVERYWHERE. IT LAUGHS WHEN YOU
/ I T 5 SQUEEZE IT. T AM NOT FOND OF IT. |

/
BECAUSE I'M BATMAN. '

J WS,

I'M HERE
LOOKING FOR
SOMEONE, PAVID. AS A
COMMANDING OFFICER,
YOU CAN OPEN AND
CLOSE DOORS.

WHERE'S THE
PERSON YOU'RE
LOOKING FOR? /. HBEE oo

HERE...



URE 1L T YT Y

’ '; E= : —_- .
' N ...SOMEWHERE?
. 1. NEV
WHAT IN-.: H E
PENNY-ONE.

N\
A COME IN.
S : l'

R  PENNY-ONE!
| THIS PLACE JusT
CRANGED.

I MUST HAVE
CROSSED THROUWGH
WHATEVER PORTAL IS

¥l OPEN...THIS BLACKGATE b
S MASS/IVE.. IT MusT L

BE FOUR TIMES THE /1|

|

e ———
==

TIMES THE SIZE,
ACTUALLY...

...IF YOU'RE
COMPARING IT TO I'M BRUCE
THE OLD BLACKGATE. WAYNE. I RUN @
WE HAVE ANOTHER THIS PLACE.
s ISLAND WHERE ARKHAM A WELCOME...

USED TO BE,

‘tl'll TO THE 1 e
END OF THE ' WHY?
LINE.” B/ WHAT ARE YOU
._ V'R F DOING? 4

_—
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I HAD MADE BUT YOU
GOTHAM NEAR PROUGHT IT ALL
PERFECT. COMPLETELY DOWN AROLIND

UNDER MY CONTROL. MY HEAD.

SEE, T
DON'T CARE
WHAT HE
SAYS.

YOU
HLUINTED ME
ON MY WORLD,
I'M GOING TO
HLINT YOU ON
YOURS.

\\ ¥V our 2BLITY Vi
2R\ N TO GET PEOPLE
\\\ TO THIS WORLD IS
LIMITED, BUT I /P
v BRING ALONG
SOME SPECIAL

HOUNDS

FOR THE

OCCASION.

W\ ; _
Y NOW, Qﬁ‘ s!" /

* THIS
MR. WAYNE, ; ISN'T
LISTEN TO ME. - —— THE OLD

YOU'RE IN | IN HERE, WITH THE GOTHAM.

NERVE TO DRESS IN
THAT COSTUME, AND
I'M IN PANGER?

THERE ARE
NO MORE WAYS
IN AND OUT,
NO SWINGING
POORS...1
LEARNED THE
ERROR IN THAT
THE HARD WAY,
LONG AGO.
AS DID MY
FAMILY. NO,
YOU--



) ﬂ p ~ 1
— --YOU'RE |
— | BNy --WORLD?
— 3 N WHAT...WHERE s L
& a THE HELL ARE =

WE? _
- -

LIKE BACK ON MY Uik
WORLD. COMPLETE W
WITH SWINGING
DOORS AND
CHOPEFULLY)
WAYS OUT.

THE
BATMAN

LOOK! OVER
THERE! —
L N VO LALIGHS!
B S70P HIM!

HARPER,
WATCH MR.
WAYNE!
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THERE, THAT

SHOULD HOLD
THEM OFF A
MOMENT.

OFFICER
HARPER, WAIT
THERE'



"OFFICER \
HARPER?

DAVID!

OH, I
KNOW YOU'RE
NOT.

COME ON!

CLIMB OVER |
IT!

PECAUSE
I KNOW ALL
YOUR TRICKS,
BATMAN.

LET ME
GUESS...RIGHT
NOW YOU'RE
TRYING TO SEE

A PASTIT...

WHY?!
WHY DID
you KILL Himz!
wHY P17 you
KILL BRUCE
WAYNEZ/

DAMMIT, T
TOLD YOU, T'M
BATMAN!

I'M NOT
THE BATMAN WHO
LAUGHS!

/ OFFICER,
WHAT
ARE YOU
DOING”




"...PAST THE DANGER.
THE TERROR..."

"...YOU'RE TRYING TO
SEE THINGS THROUGH
THE EYES OF YOUR

PLEASE

/ """"éf.f;{' STOP! SOMEONE

HELP ME!

—_—

"THROUGH THE EYES
OF YOUR SO-CALLED

CHILDPREN...

" ..BUT THEY KNEW, , ) '
BATMAN. THE HOPE / BUT I'M HERE
YOU SAW IN PEOPLE, IT TO TELL YOU THE

! 74 TRUTH. I'LL EVEN
WAS A L/E. THAT'S | N/ | r TUE DIGIT
WHY DICK, WHY ALL OF |é . | AKE THE DIGITAL

MASK OFF SO

" ..YOUR |
TRUEST |

H-"____Jl Lrll.l e |

“WES. THE HARD TRUTH I5, - - - !
YOU'RE FINALLY SEEING | | “..THE
THUINGS CLEARLY... ' | BATMAN
| WHO

"...BECAUSE FOR THE
FIRST TIME EVER, YOU'RE
LOOKING AT GOTHAM
THROUGH THE EYES OF
YOUR REAL CHILD...




TURN
AROLIND
SLOWLY! ONE
FALSE MOVE
AND WE--

NO! 8

NO, HE'S \IB

RIGHT THERE! ¥
STOP HIM!

HE SAID,

@#5%4%5 TURN \ .

AROLIND!
NOW?

MAZK

AR [STEN TO ME!

BTHIS IS COMMANDING
EOFFICER HARPER! THE
CATMAN WHO LAUGHS,
HE KILLED BRUCE WAYNE
AND HE'S GOT A TR/IGGER
PEVICE! TAKE HIM
OUT NOW!

I tell myself to
TURN. ALL T &FF
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