


The Batman Who Laughs, Part 3



He remained

fascinated by the
My father wanted to uestion of where
be a neurosurgeon. Zappfﬂesg--true

happiness--lived
in the mind.

He found it funny that
the same part of the
brain that controlled
visual planning was
dlso responsible for
contentedness...
the “precuneus.”
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Eventually he chose |
a different path, |
but he kept up a :
lifelong interest in
neuro-medicine.
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It was his belief
that planning,
envisioning
good thfn}ge
coming played
a big part in
making those
things real.

I can still
remember

the day I fell
M., caﬂfng

out to him
from the dark.

“See it in your
head, Bruce,” he
cdlled back. “See
the rope, see
yourself climbing
out, see yourself

being brave.” -
1
Ay / -

And I did.

Sometimes I
think that Batman
was born at that
moment, even more
than in the alley or
at the window.

Now, I have
become a man of
plans, almost only
plans. Every new
one an extension
of the first.

I make them
real...one, then
the next. So
often I've
forgotten what
it’s like to reach
for one and
grasp nothing...
or Worse...



..reach and find
something else
there entirely.

CAN YOLU...
CAN YOoU JUsST
STOP STOCKING
FOR A MOMENT,

J e PLEASEY

JﬂME‘En " A I
d Ay 5oy * (- ACTUALLY
TO TALK. » CANT.

I'VE
BEEN DOING
EVERYTHING

ASKED OF ME.
I PROMISE.

I'M SORRY, DAD,
TS ALL TIMED AND
MONITORED.

I DO THE
FINGER PRICK TWICE
A DAY, KEEP TO
THE PROGRAM.

THERE'S A SOMETIMES
TEN-FOOT ERROR THE MEAL DELIVERY
OF MARGIN ON THE SERVICE LEAVES THE

ANKLET, BUT I'D NEVER FOOD AT THE BACK
S RISK IT. HOME, HERE, ENTRANCE TO THE

HOME AGAIN. NO BUILDING. IT'S IN
STOPS. RANGE, BUT T

DON'T--

YOU DON'T EAT
THOSE NIGHTS. T KNOW,
JAMES. JUST BECAUSE T
VOTED AGA/NST ALL THIS
DOESN'T MEAN T'M NOT

WATCHING YOU.

NEVER
THINK IT'M NOT
WATCHING
YOU.

I'M GLAD
TO KNOW You
ARE, DAD. T KNOW
YOU DON'T BELIEVE
IN THIS YET,
BUT--

PAMMIT,
STOP DOING
THAT...



... JUST...
STOP AND
TALK TO
ME.

I CALLED YOUR
SUPERVISORS. WE
HAVE SOME TIME
OFF THE GRID HERE.
I NEED YOU TO
LISTEN TO ME.

SO YOU DON'T
HAVE TO FEEL
BAD ABOUT IT. T'M
S READY TO GO BACK,
S\ DAD. TAKE ME BACK.
B\ T DON'T KNOW IF

JAMES, N
| I'M NOT
S HERE TO SHUT B

"\ DOWN YOUR £

I SAW THE
SCANS. T KNOW
WHAT'S HAPPENED
TO YOU. THE...
PARTS THAT'VE
WOKEN UF. AND AS
MUCH AS T WAS
AGAINST THIS,
I'M...T'M GLAD
YOU'RE DOING
WELL.

I DON'T KNOW
HOW "WELL" T'M
DOING, BUT THANK YOLL.
TO BE HONEST, THE PARTS
THAT ARE ALERT NOW...
THEY'RE SORT OF...
AWFUL. T'VE NEVER
FELT THIS WAY.
THIS...SHAME...
GUILT...

...PLANS TO
KILL THIS CITY
A HUNDRED
DIFFERENT
WAYS.

I DON'T
LINDERSTAND. IF
THIS ISN'T ABOUT
THAT, WHAT'S IT

IT'S ABOUT
FLANS...




BATMAN, 1
CAN EXPL--

I KNOW WHAT'S HAPPENING TO
YOU. YOU'RE ON A DRUG CALLED
DIAXAMYNE 11, BROUGHT TO
TRIAL PHASE BY WAYNE
ENTERPRISES PHARMA
DIVISION.

IT'S DESIGNED

THERE'S
NOTHING TO

YOUR
SON IS A
PSYCHO-

PATH.

I AM,

BUT WHAT'S

HAPP--

BATMAN,
FOR WHAT
IT'S WORTH,
IT'S WORKING
ON HIM.

TO TREAT PSYCHOPATHY,
REESTABLISH CONNECTIONS
BETWEEN THE VENTROMEDIAL
PREFRONTAL CORTEX AND
THE AMYGDALA.

S0 YOu
KNOW, BATMAN,
I DIDN'T BELIEVE
IN THIS EITHER. 1
DIDN'T THINK [IT'D
WORK. T DIDN'T

EVEN WANT TO
JOIN THE-- FOR WHAT

IT'S WORTH, I
DON'T WANT
IT TO.

NO, AT FIRST
YOU ONLY AGREED N
BECAUSE YOU THOUGHT
IT'D PROVIDE SOME WAY
OF ESCAFPING. SO
YOU COULD GO KILL
MORE PEOPLE.

TODAY I WANT THE OLP YOU,
JAMES. THE MURDERER. THE
GENIUS. T NEED A/M. LOOK, JUST

GIVE HIM SOME

NO,
DAD. IT'S...
OKAY.

BATMAN, THE
Y WAY T USED TO THINK,
N EVEN MY MEMORIES,
B THERE'S A LOT THAT'S
D JUST DARKNESS.

ALLOW ME

TO ILLUM/NATE
THINGS FOR
YOU.




. THIS IS A MAP OF GOTHAM'S ~ OVER THE DECADES, PRIVATE COMPANIES \ [l /0 /)
| CURRENT WATER SYSTEM.  HAVE OFFERED TO CLEAR OLD PIPES PRO |t )1 L=
IT'S NESTED IN SYSTEMS BONO, BUT THE BOARD ALWAYS OPTS :
FROM TWENTY, THIRTY., TO BUILD OVER OR AROUIND. WHICH HAS LEFT s
eeme———

E/GHTY YEARS AGO.

THE NEW SYSTEM

e —

"NOT LONG AGO,
THOUGH, T DEVELOPED A
FAIL-SAFE IN COORDINATION
WITH WAYNE ENTERPRISES |
AND THE CITY GOVERNMENT T EEALE BOTLAM

CALLED LAST LAUGH.  ope cLOSES ALL WATERWAYS
EXCEPT ONE CONNECTED TO A
HIDDEN AND PROTECTED LINDER-
GROUND RESERVOIR THAT CAN
BE LOADED WITH ANY
VACCINE, ANY CURE.

THE SYSTEM WAS
NEARLY READY TO GO
ONLINE. BUT HOURS
AGO, THE BATMAN WHO
LAUGHS DESTROYED

IT...ALMOST. THERE'S

A STILL ONE LAST
O N Y MECHANISM TO
ACTIVATE THE SYSTEM,
AND T HAVE TO
PROTECT IT.

BUT RIGHT
NOW, I NEED TO
KNOW WHICH ROUTE
THE BATMAN WHO LAUGHS
S GOING TO USE TO
INFECT GOTHAM,
JAMES.

T'M TELLING
’\ YOU...T DON'T

\,
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_- HOW WOLILD
YOU KNOW?! BECAUSE
IT USED BE 4LL YOU
KNEW! HELL, AS A CHILD,

ALL YOU DID WAS 'S

THINK ABOUT IT!

N _~

SUSCEPTIBLE TO ALL
MANNER OF ATTACK
: VIA THE OLD
WATERWAYS.

AT THIRTEEN
YEARS OLD YOU WERE
A LEGEND! YOU HAD
BOOKS, JOURNALS F/LLED
WITH ROUTES, GENIUS
COMBINATIONS!
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"IN FACT, YOU WERE
S0 GOOD AT IT,
e 2
TOOK NOTICE, ClTep N

YOU AS THE BEST. i
-

[ e
”~

!
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STUDIED THE
DATA, BATMAN.
CORRECTION'S,

ALL THOSE OLD
JOURNALS WERE
SUBMITTED TO GCFPP
HOLDING YEARS AGO,

THEY'RE LINDER

), LOCK AND--

LESLIE'S, WAYNE'S.

JAMES /SN'T
LYING ABOUT THE
CHANGES IN HIM.
I'M NOT SAYING

-' THE BATMAN
WHO LAUGHS 1S WINNING.
HE'S USING WHATEVER DARK
METAL 1S LEFT IN THIS CITY TO
BRING BRUCE WAYNES THROUGH
FROM OTHER WORLDS, MAKING A
SERUM THAT'LL TURN THIS
CITY INTO HELL.

1S THAT |
WHY YOU'RE HERE, }
DAD? |

LOOK, N
JAMES, CAN
YOU HELP
BATMAN? CAN
YOU HELP
US BOTH?

I KNOW. T CHECKED. THEY'RE GONE.
THE BATMAN WHO LAUGHS LIKELY # _
HAS THEM ALREADY. IF NOT, HE'S
COMING FOR YOU.

S0 YOU'RE GOING
TO HAVE TO
REMEMBER. _

I WANT §\
TO HELP
YOL....

BECAUSE IF
YOU BELIEVED
THAT YOU
WOLILDN'T BE
HERE.

SAYING
HE'S WHAT?
CURED?
GOOD,

50 STOP
TIP TOEING AROLIND
, IT. YOU'RE HERE FOR
T HAVE NO "ﬁ THE SAME DAMN REASON
WAY OF SEEING HIS I AM. BECAUSE SOME
PLAN OR PREDICTING PART OF YOU BELIEVES,
THE TOUCH POINTS. DESPITE WHATEVER
NOW HE'S ALMOST CHANGES HE'S GOING
DESTROYED MY THROUGH, THAT HE'S
ONLY FAIL-SAFE. ST/LL THE BOY WHO'S
BETTER THAN ANYONE
AT MURDERING
THIS CITY.

WILL YOU TURN
THE STOCK GUN
OFF AND TALK TO
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GIVE ME
GORDON AND

NO ONE GETS

HA.
LOOK AT

CAREFLUL

YOU DON'T
B SHOOT YOUR
EYE OUT.




JusT P
BECAUSETI Y I'MONE

S DON'T USE GUNS ' OF THE TOP |
I DOESN'T MEAN T . TEN SHOTS |

DON'T KNOW A ALIVE. £/ '
HOW. - TEN. EVERYONE'S

A WINNER ON
THIS WORLD.

WHY NOT? MAYBE
AFTER T'LL KILL
THOSE NINE GUYS
ABOVE YOU
FOR REAL
SPORT.

NICE SHOT,
BRLUICE.

THANK YOU,
BRLUCE.




WHERE ARE WE
GOING?

THE
BATMOBILE IS
JUST AHEAD,
DISGUISED AS




NOW ON MY HERE, T HAVE TO
WORLD, BATMAN, LUSE GAPS, WRMS, BUT STILL,
GOTHAM |S MY BATCAVE. IT'S EASY ENOUGH TO COLONIZE
HER GRID, WATER AND AIR YOUR CITY, TOO. I'VE ALREADY
FILTRATION SYSTEMS, HOOKED INTO PLENTY,
VEHICLES, EVEN TRAFFIC AS YOU CAN SEE.
LIGUTS HAVE “B.A4.7.5.”
IN THEM. THE GUANO
THOUGH...You
NEVER CLEAN. MY
GOTHAM, IT HAS
—— 7\  NO JOKER. NO
U\ SCARECROW. NO
- RIDDLER.

AND IT
. | HAS NO
| Barman,

EITHER.

I WANT YOU
TO LOOK UP IN

THE SKY.

SEE THAT
PLANE?Y '
I'M GOING
TO BLOW TS
STARBOARD ENGINE
IN THREE...
TWO...ONE...




—— — - - i

» vou WILL GIVE

B ME GORDON OR THAT N

PLANE--NATIONAL FLIGHT ¥

| 378 WITH 72 PASSENGERS |

B GiviNG JameEs [
d  TOTHAT
THING.

JAMES
ISN'T THE
GORDON HE'S
AFTER.

ABOARD, 41 OF THEM
GOTHAMITES--WILL
CRASH INTO
MIDTOWN...

...AND
EVERYONE ON
IT WILL D/E.




FOLLOW ME
IF YOU WANT. BUT MAKE
SURE YOU COLLECT YOUR
PARTICIPATION TROPHIES.
THERE'LL BE AT LEAST 72
SCATTERED AROLIND
MIDTOWN.

"WHAT THE

HELL ARE

YOou--7

I DON'T
UNDERSTAND.
WHAT JUST--

LAST LAUGH.

UNTIL IT WAS FINISHED
AND HANDED OVER TO THE
CITY, T RIGGED THE TRIGGER
SO IT'D NEED MORE
THAN JUST ME TO
INITIATE IT.

IT
WOULD NEED MY
AUTHORIZATION AND
THE AUTHORIZATION OF
SOMEONE I TRUSTED AS
MUCKH AS MYSELF WITH
THE INTERESTS OF
THIS CITY.

YOUR
FATHER.

YOU'RE
SAYING...

I'M
SAYING...




: e W ICEBERG L OUNGE
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THERE'S -
SOMETHING WRONG _ e /i
WITH THIS DAMNED DJE. ' .
THE ICE 1S SUPPOSED TO
BE DENSER AT THE S/X,

GIVING THE ONE A TEN (s [/ . THIS ;h
PERCENT HIKE. ~— : -~ THOUGH, A HUNDRED

ROLLS IN, AND IT'S
NEARLY #5%°~ EVEN.

SIR, THERE'S A...

MAN AT THE DOOR. HE'S NOT MH E
LEAVING. EVERY TIME WE ASK - WE DID AND THERE'S
HIM WHAT HE WANTS OR WHO ‘ ' WE SENT BLOOD IN THE
HE IS, ANYTHING, ALL HE SAYS > EVERYONE ouT  ALLEY, SIR. ALOT
1S, "I'M BATMAN,” IN TUERE. NO ONE'S OF BLOOD. AND
SO HE'S A WHISPERY VOICES RESPONDING MAYBE...OTHER
JUNKIE. SEND AND LAUGHS. — ' PARTS. IT'S
SECURITY, You A HARD TO...
IDIOT. ' TELL.
11 ' I
s B j 1 . | |
¥ WHAT? o :f' j_n == 1 | EX o 2 ) W ” E
\ % B TS e, SEE? - [
— ' NO ONE'S S s
ANSWERING, /= L | | [P
| SR, | -
s e e r
— - . | ENOUGH! GET X
——— ME MY ARSENAL. \(§
- | P WHATEVER YOU DO,
peTm——— DON'T OPEN THE
: DOOR. WHOEVER -
' ‘T' B s
- # ? HIS GUY IS ~
I:-—::E = ,.-: =
- = -
e 5 :




THE HELL
YOU AR--

KILL HIM/
KILL THE BAT
GIMP RIGHT
@#5% NOW!




I'LL GIVE YOU
WHATEVER
YOU WAN--




WHERE AM 17
WHO IN--

ul
X
—
-
<1
X
=

WHO THE %% &

ARE Y--UNH!




“THERE ARE ALL
SORTS OF WRYS
TO CORRUPT
THE SYSTEM...”




.. GOTHAM IS y /
FED BY THREE 50 WE'RE
RESERVOIRS HE COULD Y TALKING. . NINE TO

= T

B COMPROMISE BY MEANS  EIGUTEEN WAYS OF
) OF AT LEAST THREE OLD INFECTING THE
PIPELINES VIABLE WATERWAYS.
TO EACH.
I NEED TO |
KNOW WHICH ONE
HE'S GOING TO USE,
JAMES. T NEED
YOU TO SEE IT. 4%

BATMAN, T
| JusT...T USED
\ TO BE GOOD AT
A THIS BUT--

BATMAN!
STOP! STOP IT!
IF YOU WRECK
THESE PIPES |
IT'LL ONLY BE
HARDER! --

OKAY?! T F
PROMISE... 4

I'M SORRY,
JAMES.

I WASN'T
READY FOR HIM
TO COME BACK...

... WAYNE
NOT THIS SOON.
LAST LAUGH ENTERPRISES HAS BEEN

THE DARK METAL :
N THE CITY OVER A TON BENEATH MY
CAVE. BUT NOTHING 1S
COMPLETE.

TELL ME
THIS. HE GOT
YOU, DIDN'T
HE?

I WON'T LET IT TAKE ME
{ OVER. T HAVE ENOUGH
| ANTI-TOXIN TO HOLD IT OFF

CHE N \  FOR AT LEAST ANOTHER
W /NFECTED = WEEK. I...HOW

YOU WITH | DID YOU--

y I MIGHT NOT |
BE ABLE TO THINK LIKE T
USED TO, BUT YOUR VOICE...
I KNOW THAT VOICE.



THE FLATNESS
DEEP INSIDE. I
REMEMBER TRYING TO
HIDE IT, PRACTICING .
SEEING IF T COULD MY DAD'S
FOOL MY FATHER. GOING TO
I USED TO READ SHUT DOWN
GREETING CARDS TO THE PROGRAM,
MYSELF BECAUSE THEY WERE ISN'T HE?
FULL OF EMOTION. IN THIS
SING-SONG VOICE--"THANK
YOU FOR BEING THERE FOR
ME’"” PRETENDING...

ACTING. YES. HE FILED |
THE PAPERWORK )
LAST WEEK.

THAT'S OKAY. IT'S JUST
THAT...THE OLD VOICE. IT
REALLY 1S GONE. ALMOST
LIKE YOUR LAST LAUGH
IDEA. LIKE I'VE BEEN CUT © et
OFF FROM THE OLD * WE>;'.JLD IAVE
SYSTEMS, CONNECTED
TO THIS STRANGE LIKED TO SEE
WHERE IT
NEW SET UIP.

> LED.
B EVERYTHING
W5 5O DIFFERENT.
THE WAY I LOOK AT
| THE WORLD, LOOK
AT PEOPLE. T EVEN

LET MYSELF START —
TO /MAZ!NE S/R! MASTER Y
WHAT T... BRUCE!

ALFRED?
WHAT /S /77
WHAT' S
WRONG?!

DRUGGED S0 HEAVILY
HE SHOULDN'T HAVE
BEEN ABLE TO SEE,

TO TALK, TO MOVE...

AND YET...

I'M GOING
TO LOSE TO
HIM, JAMES,

AREN'T 17

FOR THE
FIRST TIME IN MY
LIFE...BATMAN...
ISN'T WORKING.

HE'S NOT--

MOMENTS
AGO...HE
JUST...

HE GOT
LUP AND HE
KEPT
SAYING...




YoUu’re bREAKING
mY hEArt. Heee

HEEE g€

“AND HE
ATTRCKED ME
AND WRECKED
THINGS AND...

PATMAN, WHAT
HAPPENED? WHAT
1S IT?

YES,
YOU'RE RIGHT.
HE'S RIGHT.

YOU'RE ALL RIGHT,
EVERYONE...

“...AND RAN OFF
SHRIEKING...OR
LAUGHING...OR
WAILING...I1..1I'M
SO SORRY, SIR.”

WHAT
HAPPENED
1S...T SEE IT
NOW. YOU'RE
RIGHT.




o INHIWEEE=T S e
ME.” R 5IR? MASTER =
| | Ny BRUCE?

g
o

Il

W T GOT THE
[ ALERT YOU'RE
A N THE...

W ORIGINAL
& ACCESS POINT,
l  OVERRIDE

LOCK?

SIR! MASTER
BRUCE?!




WHY HAVE YOU LOCKED ME
OUT? T'M HERE TO HELP. T
CAN HELP. WE'LL FIGURE
OUT A PLAN TO--

...ALL THE
ANTITOXINS
FOR JOKER
VENOM?
SMASHED...?

Y WHAT DO You
8 NEED, ALFRED?

WHAT...
WHAT DO T

NEED?! SIR...
BRLUCE...

WHAT ARE YOU
DPO/NG DOWN
THERE?!

héeh.
SEE, THAT'S
THE THING, MAYBE OUR
PLAN... MAYEE
IT'S WRONG.

¥V IT HAS BEEN

WRONG THIS




I WAS

RIGHT HERE
-t 4
Y%ézfé?’%” WHEN T MADE

>~ MY
CAN'T BE-- @ . BIG PLAN.

TO CLIMB
OUT OF THE DARK...

TO NEVER BE AFRAID. TO
SHOW PEOPLE... SOMEONE
PLUNGES THE CITY INTO
DARKNESS, T HELP IT
CLIMB...CLIMBE...
CLIME...

B

YOU DON'T...

SOUND WELL,

SIR. WHAT ARE
YOU--

&,
AM T JUST
A ROPE, ALFRED?
1S THAT IT? AM I THE MAN
WHO THROWS THE ROPE?Y
MAYBE THE PERSON CLIMBING
WITH EVERYONE? WHATEVER
3 I AM, T JUST DON'T /
SEE IT WORKING
ANYMORE.

SIR...
WHAT ARE YOU
MAKING?! TELL

ME WHAT YOU'RE

/ DON'T
MAKING. O DO THIS,

BPRLUCE...
BATMAN W/LL
WORK!

HE IS THE
PLAN! NOW AND W&
HE ]S }

N RIrya
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