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The Batman Who Laughs, Part 2




When I was
training to be
Batman, traveling
the globe, it
struck me how
many different
cultures cite
the heart as
the location in
the body where
happiness lives.

There’s science
to it, though.

Happiness, joy,
they regufre more
blood from the
heart than other That night in the
emotions. dlley, as the gun
rose, I remember
my father’s hand
covering my |

chest...his fingers

like an extra set Then his
. of ribs, filling in | hand was
" the spaces. h falling
- away...and
’ ’ , everything
e a | was
| - different.
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It’s what you reach

to protect when When the
you’re scared. Not explosion
your throat or other came, I ;
real vulnerabilities like thought I'd

exposed arteries or |\ been hit. I
nerves--the things I . was sure, |

target when I fight.

/ A S ..

my heart
nad only
skipped
d beat.

That missing
beat though...
sometimes I
think I live my
whole life
inside that
missing beat.



SIR, HE'S

NOT GOING TO §

5
BLOOD, DAMMIT, NOTHING BUT
BLOOD! EVEN IF HE INCURRED THIS
\  WOUIND /NS/DE AN OPERATING

) ROOM, HE'D STILL LIKELY
. DIE.

y THIS /S

{ AN OPERATING

8 ROOM. SUCTION,
ALFRED.

S\ YOU'RE LETTING

il N he
r . A =
5 .
F s For . |
St B ';:

IF T MIGHT
ASK, THOUGH, AT A
MOMENT LIKE THIS, WHEN
SOMETHING AS AWFUL AS
THAT LAUGHING DEMON
HAS COME TO THIS

WOULDN'T
BE KILLING HIM,
BRUCE. THAT'S

SO DRUGGED
THAT EVEN IF
HE WAKES, HE
CAN'T SEE,
CAN'T

AT THE VERY LEAST,
IF HIS HEART STOPS FOR
A FEW MINUTES...IF HIS BRAIN
1S DEPRIVED OF OXYGEN...WE
COLLD KEEP HIM ALIVE. HE
WOLILDN'T BE DEAD!

I KNOW
HOW BADLY YOU
WANT THIS MAN
GONE. BUT YOU
WILL NOT LET
HIM DIE.
TO BE FRANK,
RIGHT NOW WE HAVE
A BIGGER DAMN PROBLEM
THAN JOKER, AND THE ONLY
WAY WE BEAT THIS MONSTER...
1S BY STAYING TRUE TO
WHO WE 4ARE...
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I'M
USING EVERY
THE JOKER TOXIN
SERLIMS, ANTIPOTE WE
SIR... HOW | HAVE...IF T KEEP
ARE THEY ! TAKING THEM DAILY,
WORKING? 4 7/ RN THEY SHOULD
Cos g STAVE OFF THE
TRANSFORMATION
FOR A WEEK,
MAYBE A LITTLE

A WEEK?! BEFORE YOU TURN
INTO THAT... THAT THING?/
WE NEED TO STOP HIM WHAT

BEFORE-- YO NEED TO '
DO, ALFRED, |15 NOW GET
MIND YOUR - YOUR #8707 #
PATIENT. HANDS BACK IN
THE #82@/#

L

»

o,

LOOK,

I--T'M SORRY...T
JUST... THAT THING
OUT THERE. SEEING

MYSELF LIKE THAT. HE
FEELS LIKE THE LAST
ONE. THE ONE AT

jur

V& S | T'S JUST A
HE KNOWS Y &, | H" PHYSICAL RESPONSE.

EVERYTHING T KNOW. T4 - MOST PEOPLE GASP.
HE'S GONE THROUGH | . I SUPPOSE |IT MEANS

EVERYTHING T HAVE ,
AND THERE'S NOTHING HE'LL LIVE.
HE WON'T DO TO WIN.
HE...WINS, ALFRED. HE

HAS NO WEAKNESS

I CAN DISCERN.

THERE HAS Yl - \ /3 | ~—y
Tose Away B | " ’ = |
I CmﬁEﬂT / AND...IF "\“

WE'RE STAYING WHO
WE ARE...YOUR SOFT
SPOTS, THE THINGS
YOU'RE WORRIED
MAKE YOU
WEAK...?




" ..THEY'RE WHAT = ‘
MAKE YOU STRONG. ¥ SO WE OFFER
| . ALL SORTS OF

| POLICIES FOR OLIR

| et | FELLOW

| | GOTHAMITES,
“TUE BRUCE WAYNE
B T KNOW AND LOVE."

EVEN__H

BACK AFTER |
THIS SHORT
BREAK.

ARE YOU
COVERED? REALLY
COVERED? AT
GOTHAM PRIORITY,

WE LIVE HERE,
700. b

VICTIM
|S NONE OTHER
THAN BRUCE
WAYNE.

-
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CAUSE OF
DEATH WAS
THE FALL.

THE THING 15,
HE SEEMS TO g
HAVE FALLEN 1/ A
FROM A HEIGHT € HEY. WELCOME
THAT'S NOT | - - TO TUESDAY IN
POSS/BLE GIVEN _Je} GOTHAM CITY.
THE STATURE * i 5 .
OF THE
SURROLINDING

THESE BRUCE |
WAYNES...THE LAST ' T WAS MADE OF

ONE--THE ONE FOUND 7 SOME KIND OF LINSTABLE CELL A | --YOU KNOW, NO ONE

IN THE ROWHOUSE--  STRUCTURE--SOMETHING LIKE BUT ME KNOWS THAT
DISINTEGRATED IN , PARK MATTER? THIS ONE LIKELY S -.-MAYBE THEY APPEAR HERE & HARVEY IS OFF THIS
THE MORGLIE. ) |5, TOO. WHAT THE HELL AT THE SPOT THEY WERE AT WEEK. GETTING TREAT-
IS GO/ING ON? IN 7HE/R WORLD. WHAT IF MENT FOR A HERNI/A.
THIS WAYNE WAS EVERYONE THINKS HE'S
HIGH UP? ON TRAFFIC FOR

, ' PUNISHMENT
FROM SOME OTHER Wi ETLAN LERNIA
DIMENSION. LIKE IF THIS BRLICE WAYNE RUMORS).
BATMAN WHO LALGHS |15 |8 ' e TUAT SAID,
PULLING BRUCE WAYNES UEY. WHO j YOU'RE USUALLY
THROUGH FROM OTHER * BETTER AT THIS

KNOWS. ..
WORLDS. .. NOW W 0/SCLISE THING. ARE
_ . YOU OKAY, BATMAN?

YOU SEEM...OFF.

I'M...FINE,
JIM. T'LL BE FINE.
PLEASE, LET'S
JUST GET BACK




| SO WHATY'  EACH OF THESE BRUCE
DO WE [ WAYNES LIVED A DIFFERENT
KNOW LIFE. THE LAST ONE WAS
ABOUT A MARRIED, HAD CHILDREN.
THe B THIS ONE...
VICTIM? A FROM THE
PICTURES IN HIS
WALLET, HE LOOKS
LIKE HE WAS HAPPY .
SEEMS TO HAVE
RETIRED FROM

BEING B...

...BEING A PLAYEOY AROLIND
THE TIME HIS WARD, JASON
TODPP DIED. HE HAS A SPEECH
IN HIS POCKET. APPARENTLY,
HE WAS CELEBRATING THE
SIGNING OF A FEDERAL
ENERGY CONTRACT HERE IN
GOTHAM CITY. HAVING A
GOOP MOMENT. MY GLESS,
HE WAS CELEBRATING ON
A EL/MP WHEN HE...
CAME THROUGH.

SO THE
QUESTION |5,

WHY 1S THIS MONSTER
PULLING BRUCE WAYNES
FROM OTHER WORLDS?

WHAT'S HE TRYING
TO GET?

WHATEVER IT IS, HE ALREADY GOT

IT. HE BEAT US HERE. SEE THAT

WOLIND? IT'S A BLOOD OR TISSLUE
SAMPLE PUNCTURE.

HE COULD

N HAVE TAKEN ONE
FROM THE LAST
BODY AS WELL.

CARDIAC BLOOD
HAS SOME OF THE LAST
OF THE BODY'S CELLS TO
DIE, THE MOST RES/L/IENT.
HE'S USING THE CELLS TO
MAKE SOMETHING...

A SERUM.
I DON'T KNOW...

BUT THE DARK MULTIVERSE IS

WHAT
KIND OF
SERUM?

A REALM HIGHLY CONNECTED TO
OUR EMOTIONS. MAYBE HE'S USING
THESE HAPPY BRLUCE WAYNES
BECAUSE OUR IMMUNE SYSTEMS WILL
BE LESS LIKELY TO RECOGNIZE THEIR
PLASMA AS INFECTIOUS? IF SO, HE
COULD CREATE SOMETHING THAT
SECRETLY /INFECTS OLIR BODIES
WITH PARK MATTER,
CHANGING US
INTO...

NIGHTMARES
LIKE dS. OUR
VARKEST V/IS/ON
OF OURSELVES.
PREUATORS.




. LISTEN...THERE'S
| SOMETHING T SHOULD
TELL YOU. SOMEONE
WHO MIGHT BE ABLE
\ TO HELP, BUT...T...
I'M NOT SURE-- £

HARV, IT /& YOLU.

WE ALL THOUGHT YOU
WERE ON BRIDGE AND TUNNEL
PUTY! LISTEN, THE GUYS ARE
STARTING A POOL BASED ON

WHAT YOU WERE SAYING
THE OTHER NIGHT.

THREE
BUCKET®S.

I,
Y BUCKET ONE,

W TUIs cRIM KNIGHT B
TAKES DOWN THE

BUCKET TWO,
THE LALIGHING
ONE TAKES DOWN |
THE BAT. BUCKET £

| WE WERE

7 DISCUSSING A
@#e7@!/# CASE,

CADET, BUT BY ALL
MEANS, WHAT'S |

BUCKET

HARV...1
MEAN, DETECTIVE

BULLOCK, T DIDN'T
MEAN TO-- WAS BUCKET

THREE?! PUT
ME DOWN FOR

IT, EH?/!




I'M...T'M SORRY, COMMISSIONER...JUST YESTERDAY,
THOUGH, HE WAS SAYING HOW WE SHOULD HAVE |
A POOL, HOW THE BAT COULD REALLY IT'S FINE. GO

BACK TO YOUR
GO POWN THIS TIME... POST, CADET.

VLOOK, I'M ™ 2
/' SORRY aBOUT P BUT HE'S Y v/ | -
| THAT. HARVEY , v/ L
il BELITTLES YOU TO ' MAYBE MORE THAN | ol ML
MAKE THE MEN  ANYONE BUT ME. _ | e e T
FEEL MORE HAS BEEN SINCE > o LG 15 GONG Y
IMPORTANT DAY ONE. HE'S . wRUM R
SOMETIMES. 4 JUST...HIM. g - L
' PV THING...HE'S A TOUGH

ONE, BUT IF WE DO IT
TOGETHER, HELL, IT'S
LIKE YOU SAID
BEFORE--HE'S JUST
TUESDAY IN
GOTHAM.
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NO ONE ' -

THINKS-- V' IT DOESN'T '\
| . MATTER. COME
HERE. I NEED TO
SHOW YOU  §
SOMETHING.

y SLURE, AS N

LONG IT'S NOT |

ANOTHER PEAD I
GUY NAMED

IT'S AN
OLD MAP OF =
GOTHAM. BB




WAYNE TOWIER.

"THERE'S ONE HANGING
IN WAYNE TOWER, TOO.

"WHEN GOTHAM WAS BB Mo
BUILT, THE FOUNDING

FAMILIES SAW IT AS THE
ENGINE OF THE COUNTRY.

"IN 17860, THOUGH, PLAGLE

THE CULTURAL,
e L2 o M T A R

CENTER OF THE NATION. [N BNV /4N R A e 2 2 2 THEY FEARED THAT WHAT
NN E TR | THEY SAW AS THE HEART
OF THE COUNTRY COULD

BECOME THE MEANS OF
ITS INFECT/ON.

O

s;!I—

"THEY VOWED NEVER
TO LET GOTHAM
BECOME THE SOURCE
OF PARKNESS."

VA~

THEY SET UP
A SYSTEM CALLED
LAST LAUGH. BASED
ON THE ORIGINAL - N
MEANING OF THE RS SN WHAT KIND
EXPRESSION. . ' | F SYSTEM?

== A\ DEFENSE SYSTEM BY
WHICH GOTHAM WOULD BE PROTECTED
IF ANYTHING TERRIBLE SPREAD INSIDE.

A MEANS OF BLOWING THE ENTRYWAYS
AND VACC/NATING THE CITY WITH
AIRSHIPS, RESERVOIRS OF FOOD
AND WATER HIDDEN DEEP BELOW
THE STREETS. I LEARNED
ABOUT IT FIGHTING
THE OWLS.

=

7 WELL, AFTER THE LAST
"/ JOKER ATTACK, T STARTED
N BLILDING MY OWN LAST LALIGH.

i . |
!

"IT'S A FINAL DEFENSE AGAINST

ANY CHEMICAL OR BIOLOGICAL

ATTACK, A WAY OF SEALING OFF | -
|

THE CITY, PURIFYING AIR AND
. WATER, RESTORING GOTHAM'S
HEALTH INDEPENDENTLY.

LE =i [ ——
= e TE -

"“THUE CENTRAL HUB IS IN WAYNE
TOWER, ON THE HIGHEST |
SECURITY FLOOR. MULTI-POINT
DNA ACCESS REQUIRED..." .

"LET ME GUESS, THE ONLY [ L£..07 HELLO,
PEOPLE WITH ACCESS ARE Y WHO'S THERE? THE
YOU...AND BRUCE WAYNE." OTHER GUARDS SHOULD

\ HAVE TOLD YOU, NO ONE
| 1S ALLOWED HERE
EXCEPT--

GOOD TO
HEAR YOL,
MR. WAYNE.




THE NEW
PACEMAKER |S
WORKING WELL. T
CAN'T THANK You
ENOUGH, MR. WAYNE.
NOT JUST FOR THE
SURGERY, BUT

STILL,

GIVING ME THIS
JOB, PAYING
FOR MY
RECOVERY...

NO, IT'S
NOT.

I'M JusT
SAYING...




...YOU'RE ONE [ .
. OF THE GOOD S A,
\ 78
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My god, he’s
quick, He’s leaner
than me, faster.

But I'm
stronger.

I attack with a combination of
styles that favors power...five
methods just in my lunge...

_ i




...and yet, in his dodge,
he uses aspects of siX...

..but I saw this

; coming, too.
..he sees it 9

all coming...

\
-

J

Since my last fight
with him, I've been
training again.

sl

Training in a
technique he
won’t know.

Because
I made
it up.

Alfred calls the style “\Bam
Pow.” It stands for something
clever, but mostly, I think he ,

just likes saying “Bam Pow.” ;
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\ W Especially when he
; <3 thinks of Ehis monster.
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THIS. ..

“HUFF HUFF=

THIS IS WHERE
YOUR PLAN

ENDS.

— e

M g

COME ON, MAYEBE
AL OF THI12, EVERY FART,
17 MY PLAN. EVEN LYING
HERE, OUT OF THE LINE
OF FIRE...

_ -
PON'T TRY
1O GET UF. THE
| BULLET LOPGED IN
| YOUR INTERCO#TAL
\ HAZ A BAT-TAZER 4§
IN IT. '




-

|
[

DON'T DO
THIS!

PLEASE...
PLEASE
DON'T.




FINAL
FROTOCOL
ACTIVATED. AWAITING
CONFIRMATION.

ABORT! ABORT
PROTOCOL!

DON'T...
DON'T DO
THIS!




TEN
SECONDS UNTIL

IMFLOS/ON.

GET ME TO THE
WINDOW...FAST!
I CAN DO THE
REST--

—
i 18 l] ’

il
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The explosion
Snakes the city.




RECOVERING,
SIR. STILL
DRUGGED

TO--

I SAID WAKE
UP! WHAT'S HE
PLANNING?!

HE WHAT?!
WHAT IS HE




THIS 1S FUNNY?! | TS HOW WE
, _ . - BREATHES, SIR! HE'S
LLL SHOW voL ; | S | NOT LALUGHING! HE'S

FUNNY: k) NOT HERE, HE'S--

KNOW His ¥
PLAN. WHAT IS
HIS PLAN?! T

NEED TO  /

KNOW...

hee..lheee..
I don'+ know

it. Only one
person doés...




YOU KNOW
WHY, DAMMIT.
BUT YOU WANT

ME TO SAY IT,
FINE

!

HIS... THIS IS

"WHO,
JOKER?!"
IMPORTANT.

| v §
S~
\ O
AIM.H

T

ﬁ”vln.,

THERE'S A °
MONSTER ON
THE LOOSE
AND...AND 1
NEED YOUR

£
—_—
%
—



MAY BE THE Wi
ONLY ONE WHO
CAN HELP US

L STOP HIM.
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