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FALLEN EMPIRE



many

CENTURIES

Running
out of time.

Just have to
survive...just
have to...
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PLEASE...
YOU MLIST...

YOU
MUST...HEAR
ME...

I MUST...
TELL MY




FOR CENTURIES,
YOU ACASTAN MONKS
HAVE BEEN THE WORLD'S
HISTORY KEEPERS.

I KNOW YOU DON'T
TAKE KINDLY TO
INTRUDERS...

I AM THE
LONE SURVIVOR
OF THE FALLEN
KINGDOM OF OLOS,
WHICH ONCE STOOD
A THOUSAND
LEAGLIES FROM

I BEG YOU
TO TABULATE
OUR STORY. NOT
FOR LEGACY OR
SENTIMENT.

WARNING TO THOSE
WHO REMAIN... WHAT
HAPPENED TO US...
COULD HAPPEN
AGAIN.
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)~ ... WHO SEEK
TO IMPRESS
THEMSELVES
INTO THE
) RECORDS.

WHEN 1 DIE,
THE MEMORY
OF OLOS DIES
WE NEVER




the desert.

of years, we thrived
in

For thousands

...the end
0 began.

if



Ruled by King Arnalk,
Olos found itself in
war with Washukanni
and the neighboring
kingdoms.

It was he who
thought to use He did this
our enemies for against the
,._ death sport. advice of his
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Our walls had
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| “outsiders for N 7| came irom our —
| centuries. || = |7 | ey cruel sporting...
:‘r T i .' m,r" I; | A\,

"f; I
& %

VAURP RIS




when he came, £~ TN\ N Ao  1'11 never forget
shackled and ¢ 4 . \ \ NSO/ a8 that first day.
beaten. A i ’- <1 = A e Seeing him.

- r o -
_ W T e i
e W -"*'la'?"""— =

...ne made quite
an impression.
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That would
have been
the end.

have been
the end.




But it wasn't.

It was
something
else.




WHERE

THERE'S DID HE COME

NO REASONABLE
EXPLANATION,
MY KING.

TRADPERS
CAME IN
FROM THE

WERE NO OTHER
DETAILS, BUT T HEARD
B gty
O | O
THESE PAST FEW 3 | LTIEELA ?ﬂﬁil
MOONS. STORIES OF : .
AMONSTER WHO
COULDN'T BE KILLED.




IF WE DON'T
TAKE CARE...

‘T BE KILLED
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WASHUKANNI

CAN
COULD HAVE 4SES IN

THE WAR WITH THE

IT
1S AGIFT
FROM THE

ME?

/
@
HEAR ME!
WILL YOU
PLEDGE YOLIR
LIFE AND GIFTS
TO SERVE

I AM
ARNAK,
KING OF
OLOS.

PEMO




In those first days,
he only ever spoke
the same words.

A promise. AR RN N (\\AW gt 77 ) (AT,

A threat. AN A S S NER ST e 10 (o “This won't

A prophecy. (NS GHaN SANFr Gl 25 (RSl end well
AR P IE N for you.”

We then saw
the monster,
contained within
the man...

...released.




I grew up
in war...but
I had never
seen carnage
N like this.
Q.

The King sent
wave after wave
of his soldiers.

The monster
hever tired.

no more
would dare

»

And that's
when we
realized...




The monster would rage until L= /720 M 4 . And then it
there were no more threats. ik would retreat.

And the shell of the man
who contained this monster
would return...

It was the

Queen who

understood
it first.

THE MONSTER
COMES, WE MUIST
SATE IT WITH
VIOLENCE.

THE
MAN CAN
BE DEALT
WITH...
- IN




For weeks aiterward,
he was just the man
who could not die.

All the while,
the monster’s hunger
would build inside him.

And when it was hungry,
we would Teed it...
without incident.

The King
would ask
him...

“Will you
fight for me,
demon?” g

“This won't
end well
for you..."

him like this
for a year.




¥ a\os EVERY AND
A s TIME THE EVERY
.- : = KING SPOKE  TIME, THE
TO THE MAN,  QUEEN...
THE MAN
DENIED
HIM.

IT WAS
IN SECRET...
SOMETIMES...

... THE QUEEN
WOULD VISIT
HIM.

SHE
WOULD SEND THE
HANDPMAIPENS
TO DISTRACT THE
DLUNGEON GUARDS.

TWICE SHE DID
THIS... AND
THEN... AT THE
TH’RD"'






They disappeared
together.
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AT FIRST, THE

KING BELIEVED

SHE HAD BEEN
KIDNAPPED.

But once he

pressed her AN 7:1?7?1-7 rvEAs
handmaidens ﬁ SO MUCH

and the . U AMERAY - d1 WORSE.

dungeon | = = 7 )

guards...

She had asked him
to take her away.




I WASN'T
BORN IN OLOS...
I CAME FROM THE
OTHER END OF THE
GREAT DESERT...FAR
FROM HERE. I WAS
GIFTEDP TO MY HUSBAND
? AS PART OF A TREATY...
g I NEVER ASKED TO

”h\ BE QUEEN.

ey
iy g
ol

FREED EACH
OTHER. THAT'S
WHERE IT
ENDS.

HE'LL
COME FOR LS.
HE'LL SEND AN

ARMY.

WE
CAN'T STAY
HERE.

YOU GO
WHERE YOU
LIKE.

S0
LONG AS IT'S
AWAY FROM

ME.

TOMORROW
YOU WON'T

I'M
SAFER
WITH YOU
THAN WITH
ANYONE
IN THE




FOLLOW ME?”
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.. |HERE'S
NOWHERE ELSE
FORME TO

THERE’'S
EVERYWHERE
ELSE FOR YOU

COULD GO BEYOND
THE WHITE MOLINTAINS.
I COULD SAIL ACROSS

THE GREAT SEA. I COULD

BUILD AN ARMY TO

SURROUND MYSELF. HE
WILL NEVER STOP
HUNTING ME.

THAT'S
MY CONCERN...

KING IS MY

CHRSE NOW.
FROM WHICH [
CAN NEVER

ESCAPE.
YOU ALSO
HAVE A CURSE.
ONE THAT WILL
FOLLOW YOU
FOREVER.




I DON'T WANT
TOJHUST BE
MY CLIRSE.

IF YOU'RE
WITH ME...YOU
CAN STAND
BETWEEN ME
AND MY
CURSE.

BUTI
LOOK AT

KING LOOKED
AT YOU AND SAW
OPPORTLNITY.
OLOS LOOKED AT
YOU AND SAW A
MONSTER...

YOLIr AND I veo A

SEE...




IT DIDN'T IT DIDN'T THE LEGEND WAS
HAPPEN EVEN HAPPEN THAT THEY JUST...FELL
OVERNIGHT. FOR WEEKS... IN LOVE THAT VERY
MONTHS... NIGHT. THAT’S THE
LEGEND.

BUT THE TRHATH BUT YES...
WAS HE DIDN'T WHO EVENTUALLY. OUT
TRHST HER. AND KNOWS HOW THERE IN THE
HE WOLILDN'T. LONG IT REALLY DESERT...
TOOK TO...







I TOLD YOU.
I WASN'T BORN IN
OLOS. MY PEOPLE
TATTOO OUR STORIES
ON OLR BODIES. WOMEN
TATTOO HISTORY
ON THEIR BACKS.
SECRET, BUT NEVER
FORGOTTEN.

OUR SOLPDIERS
ARE CHOSEN AT
TEN. THEIR HANDS ARE
TATTOOED BLACK IN
CHILPHOOPD.

WHAT
DOES YOUR
STORY
SAY?

IT ISN'T
FINISHED
YET.

BUT I HOPE ONE
DAY IT ENDS SAYING I
WAS BOTH A PRISONER
AND A QUEEN WHO FOLIND
HER FREEDOM FROM BOTH
M\ IN THE DESERT. WHO LIVED
D\ OUT HER DAYS... HAPPILY. |,

YOU DON'T
WANT TO GO
BACK TO YOUR
PEOPLE?

THAT'S
NOT MY HOME
ANYMORE...




MY
GRANDPFPARENTS
WERE OF THE DESERT.
PART OF A COLNCIL
OF TRIBES.

BEFORE |
WAS BORN...AS OLOS
EXPANDED OUTWARD...
CONQUERING... THE
SOLDIERS CLASHED
WITH THE DESERT
PEOPLE.

THOUSANDS DIED
IN THE WAR OF SAND
AND BLOOD. IT WAS
THE ELDPERS OF THE

COUNCIL WHO FINALLY
SOUGHT TO END IT.
TO MAKE AN

OFFERING.

I WAS THEIR Y  THATS
INSTRIMENT & WHAT HAS BEEN

THAT IS
1 g{cg& THE v PURPOSE. WRITTEN.

TO BRING
PEACE TO THE
DESERT.




And so it was. Twice a

month, he would trek into
the desert. Searching...

...Ior anyone
he could unleash
his curse upon...

And for a time...
it worked.

But each journey
he made drew him
out further...

And the time away
became longer...

A Sp e

.....

...and
longer...

.
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I'LL LOSE
CONTROL AGAIN
IN FIVE DAYS.
LAST TIME IT TOOK
ME FOUWR TO
FIND A TRIBE TO
UNLEASH IT
ON...

IT'S
GETTING
HARDER.

THE
FURTHER WE
ARE FROM THE
KINGDPOM, THE
SAFER WE ARE
FROM BEING
FOLIND.

THE
DEEPER WE ARE
IN THE DESERT,

THE HARDER IT IS
TO FIND WHAT
WE NEED TO...

KEEP /T AT
BAY.

SOONT'LL
NEED TO GO OUT
S50 FAR...I WON'T
BE ABLE TO MAKE
IT BACK BEFORE

IT’S TIME FOR
ME TO LEAVE
AGAIN...




YOU'RE NOT
LISTENING.

WE
WILL FIND
A WAY.

BEEEIVI-ElERE \
- IF THE
TBOEC‘;%E}VY A e MONSTER ISN'T
o phien — GIVEN VIOLENCE
vES. 3 TO FEED ON...IT
- WILL FIND IT. IT

WILL Cl'fEA TE

I CAN'T
PROTECT

LA AN ¢ Y ICANT

PROTECT
YOU FROM
- ME.

He decided then
he wouldn't return
to her.




Maybe it
he hadn't

loved her...

He would
have stood
irm.

ﬁnx"‘“‘

W

Maybe if he
hadn't loved

...tens of thousands
would still be
alive...




The signs of struggle.
A vicious, quick attack.
She had fought back.

HE HAD
SPOKEN TO
THE QUEEN OF
HIS... "PERFECT
MEMORY.”

.. THEIR
HANDS ARE
TATTOOED

He knew then her
homeland had come Ior her.

She hadn't told him where
she came from.

...and there was
only one place he could
find the answer.
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YOU DEFILE
MY KINGDOM.
SPIT AT MY OFFERS.
WHEN I COME TO YOU
erioe 10 FioHT AN 4 )
REFUSE T A s \ N o A O
LIKE A REAL MAN, 0 AL e YOHNESNK %R
AND THEN YOU A MY HELP?
MY WIFE...

KILL YOU
ALL IF YOU
DON'T.

'||u [Jaan 1= SHE
(HA! You W ..BuUTIDO R

ONLY ESCAFPED : DESERT PEOPLE,
BECALISE THAT HARLOT KNOW WHERE  ves, BUT HER TRIBES

FREED YOU. I SHOULD PUT ) SHEIS. HAVE RECENTLY MARRIED

YOU IN THAT DLUINGEON FOR 111 1 WITH OUR GREAT ENEMIES,

A THOUSAND YEARS AND 18| THE WASHUKANNI. THEY
FEED YOU NOTHING = {1 LL | WISHED TO RECLAIM HER

BUT DOGS. A L\ -2 s TO EMBARRASS ME
' N @ 2= =\ .= AND MAKE OLOS

KNEEL.

S0.
DEMON. 1
ASK YOU,
ONE FINAL

TIME.

WILL
YOU FIGHT

SEEMS WE
FINALLY HAVE
A COMMON
ENEMY.




WASHLUKANNI

WAS OBLITERATED
FROM THE FACE OF
THE EARTH.




HE BECAME
HIMSELF AGAIN...
HE THOUGHT
HE MAY HAVE
KILLED HER,




PID YOU
SURVIVE?
WHEN I CAME
FOR YOU...
HOWDID 1

" WHAT'S
WRONG?

WASHLIKANNI
KNEW YOU HAD
COME FOR ME. WHEN
THEY REALIZED THEY
COULDN'T DEFEAT YOU,
THEY RELEASED ME
IN HOPES |IT WOLILD
STOP YOUR
RAMPAGE.




< | FBN " SHE HAD
‘PERFECT | / THAT MEMORY [
MEMORY...” A PRI [/ \ TO WORK IN HER

..THEIR HANDS

ARE TATTOOED |
BLACK IN

CHILDHOOD...

I WAS TOO
ANGRY TO SEE
BEFORE. TOO
SCARED. BUT NOW
I SEE. YOU L/IEDP




THEY HAD
JHST BEEN
MARKED.

ONE WON'T
CONVINCE...

IT ALL."

“YOU STAGED

T
(1
o9 .
OME
wwo
_lv.
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T1AM
FATE OFFERED
LS A WEAFPON AGAINST
THE WASHUKANNI. MY
HUSBAND COLLDN'T
HARNESS IT, BUT I KNEW
I COULD, THE SECOND

I SAW YOU. WITH
TIME.

. T AM
- THE BRINGER
Pd OF PEACE, AND
\ w/TH you I HAVE
BROWGHT

7. e \

»

ARE NOT THE
MONSTER INSIDE.
AND I PO CARE FOR
YOU. BUT YOU HAVE
TO LINDERSTAND...
I DID WHAT T HAD
TO DO FOR MY
PEOPLE.

That's the moment
m she realized...




had sentenced
them all to death.

She




NONE

SURVIVED.

.1 WAS ONE
OF THE QUEEN'S
HANDPMAIPENS.
I ONLY SURVIVE

BECALISE I...

|
BELIEVE
FATE KEPT ME
ALIVE TO TELL
THE STORY.
TO PASS IT
TO YOL.

WILL
YOU SAVE THE
MEMORY OF OLOS?
WILL YOU ENGRAVE
HS INTO THE
RECORDS?

PLEASE?




TAP
@—?P\? "fTAQ .

AP

R B

I've done it.
Olos won't be |/
forgotten. TAQ
We won't-- v TAD .\» P.
TAS ARTAS
Q Q TAIA?? AR P\Q g
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OLOS HAD
NO SLRVIVORS.
THERE WERE
NONE LEFT...

..EXCEPT
FOR YOU. /4

I tried to disguise
mysell from
the world.

Y TN

Hiding in N8
plain sight -

would give me

| a chance to...

If I was no
longer Queen...
[ could live...
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I DIDN'T
UNDERSTAND
THE FORCES 1
WAS MEDDLING

LHASED
YOU. THE
POWER WITHIN
YOU. AND TENS
OF THOHSANDS
DIED BECALISE
OF WHAT I
DID.

IT SHOULD
HAVE BEEN
ME.

I KNOW

I DESERVE
DEATH. I'M

READY.

BUT
LET THESE
TABLETS REMAIN.
IF YOU EVER FELT
ANYTHING FOR ME.
LET THI/S BE MY
PURPOSE.
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[EREET | INIWNRVURA - | y N « « WS 1/
“THERE'S NO (INER AN - : . VAd
ONE LEFT IN THE TR . ONNMERH A7 NN . ,

r
1

*NO SOLDIERS.
NO NOMADS.
NO KINGS OR

QUEENS.

FULFILLED
YOUR
PURPOSE...

“YOU'VE
BROUGHT
PEACE."
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BRZRKR: Poetry of Madness #1 Cover by STEVE SKROC




BRZRKR: Poetry of Madness #1 Cover by DAVID MACK
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BRZRKR: Poetry ot Madness #1 Cover by DAVID AJA
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BRZRKR: Fallen Empire #1 Cover by REBEKAH ISAACS with colors by JORDIE BELLAIRE
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BRZRKR: Fallen Empire #1 Cover by JENNY FRISON
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KEANU REEVES, the iconic star of feature films such as John Wick and The Matrix,

is the creator and co-writer ot BRZRKR. Reeves is a celebrated actor whose 35-
year film career has garnered enormous success at the box office and received
widespread acclaim. BRZRKR, his tirst comic book and graphic novel series, was the
highest funded comic book Kickstarter ot all time and the highest selling original

comic book series debut in over 25 years.

STEVE SKROCE is a comics artist and writer based in Vancouver, B.C. He's created

Maestros and Post Americana at Image comics, written and illustrated for Marvel, as

well as having storyboarded all the Matrix films. You can find him on instagram.

MATTSON TOMLIN is a writer whose film credits include Project Power and Little
Fish. He made his directing debut in 2021 with Mother/Android, starring Chloé Grace

Moretz. He's currently showrunning an anime series based on The ferminator, adapting
the BOOM! comic BRZRKR into a feature film, and co-writing The Batman Part Il with

director Matt Reeves. In comics, he wrote Batman: The Imposter at DC and A Vicious

Circle tor BOOMI! He's psyched to be here.

REBEKAHISAACS isacomicsillustratorbasedin Queens, NY. She'sdrawn interiors
and covers for nearly every American comics publisher, most notably Buffy the Vampire
Slayer and Angel & Faith tor Dark Horse, Reaver tor Skybound, Money Shot tor Vault, and
DV8: Gods & Monsters tor DC/WildStorm. When she’s at a restaurant she has to drink

ALL of the free water betore leaving.

DEE CUNNIFFE is an award-winning Irish designer who worked for over a decade
in publishing and advertising. He gave it all up to pursue his love of comics. He has
colored Marvel's She-Hulk, Joe Fixit and Runaways, DC'’s Lucifer & House of El, Redneck
at Skybound, and Crossover, Indigo Children, Bad Karma & Olympia at Image amongst

others. He co-colored the 2023 Eisner-winning Barnstormers with Tula Lotay.
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