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o ..YOU FREELY ADMIT
/" THAT THESE VILE AND APPALLING N
{ CRIMINALS ARE THE MEN YOU REVERE )
"\ ABOVE ALL AS HEROES AND |
| ROLE MODELS.

YOUR
M /  INSANE SCHEMES
4 [ HAVE PLACED IN JEOPARDY
| THE LIVES OF EVERY MAN,
“\  WOMRAN AND CHILD ON
B THIS PLANET.

PUlT GET THIS

ME AWAY,
YOU SENILE, FARCE OVER

SWERTING _ I'LL DO
TORD. P MORE THAN

THAT.

ITGIVESME  \!!
GREAT PLEASURE \}
TO DELIVER THE |
VERDICT OF THIS 4

COURT.

HAVE YOU 5
ANYTHING MORE TO Y/,
SAY BEFORE I DELIVER [
THE VERDICT OF THIS /e
COURT?

SUPERMAN
MFIDEI_I?_dE DO

HE SHOULD
BE ON TRIAL
HERE.

YOU’RE A HUMAN
MONSTER, LUTHOR-- AN
AMORAL, SOCIOPATHIC
PREPATOR, DRIVEN BY

JEALOUSY, GREED AND A
GRANDIOSE SELF-
DELUSION/

GUILTY ON
ALL COLNTS, OF
CRIMES RGARINST

HUMANITY.

7/ THE SENTENCE
| 1S DEATH IN
THE ELECTRIC
CHHIEIIJ'

i
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0C COMICS presents ALL STAR SUPERMAN  EPISODE 5
WRITTEN BY GRANT MORRISON PenciLLED BY FRANK QUITELY DiGITALLY INKED & coLoreD BY JAMIE GRANT

WELCOME TO
STRYKER'’S ISLAND,
MISTER KENT.

BUILT TO HOLD
THE CRAZY GANGSTERS OF
METROPOLIS IN THE 7930, AND
NOW HOME TO 740 DERANGED
AND DEFORMED SUPER-
CRIMINALS.

LETTERED BY PHIL BALOMAN  epiroriaL AssisTs BY BRANDON MONTCLARE  eoirep 8y BUB SCHRECK

oUPERMAN createp By JERRY SIEGEL & JOE SHUSTER A DC COMICS propucTION [IDC | GENERAL Aubieces

PULSE-POUNDING, RIP-ROARING ACTION TO BE ENJOYED BY ALL

/' THOUGHT IT
[ WAS THE GARLIC
|  BAGELS THRT
| WERE MAKING ME
N QUERSY, ONE HOLR
MAX. ON DEATH ROW
WITH THE WORLD’S
MOST NOTORIOUS
CRIMINAL
SCIENTIST.
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I'M AWARE
OF YOUR
LUMBERING

PRESENCE, I WAS
KENT. JUST FINISHING

SOME FINE DETRIL
WORK ON MY
BI/BLIOBOT

MARK 2.

AROVING V~ HE’LL READ YOU MOST OF THE TIME HE
LIBRARY. ANY OF R THOUSAND JUST FLOATS AROLIND
CLASSIC WORKS OF . ON HIS OWN--IT'S
LITERATURE FROM PATHETIC.

"JLYSSES",,
- CULTURE’S
A DIRTY WORD

NOWRDRYS, BUT
GOD KNOWS,

“STATELY

.. I8
PLUMP, BUCK |
MULLIGAN. ..
H 1‘&1;022&.{“ J

OF TWO
CITIES"...




—/ YOUR CLUMSINESSMAY \ ~  +
)y | HAVESAVEDMEFROM |}
\ ELECTROCUTION.

YOU WRITE
LIKE R POET BUT
YOU MOVE LIKE R

LANDSLIDE. | ~ B A THANK
’ T HAD MY DIGNITY = L & MY RUBBER
WITH ME WHEN I = | RS INSOLES...
CAME IN. \ .

AFTERNOON,
LUTHOR'- IFMUIJ HHHFII
I'M HERE ON THE
FLOOR FOR OUR
INTERVIEW.

HOW VERY V HERE I AM, ON ALMOST MAKES | =
RONIC /5 ~ DEATH ROW, COURTESY | 224 A |us@urs,stR)
_ THAT? , OF EVIDENCE GATHERED BY | JéAl .= (| N REPORTER. £ e
>\ YourR "NEWSPAPER," THE / % Y1 |D»———— HOwRB
PAILY PLANET! £ x5l | R i B THIS PRIR OF
_ /oA ] | .\ FAT GIRLS?

THAT /S KIND
OF...KIND OF
IRONIC...

SOMEHOW
THEY OVERLOOKED
THE HIGH VOLTAGE

DEATHTRAP!

I WOULDN'T CALL THEM N\
GIRLS, THEY, AH... THEY LOOK ,——
PRETTY TOUGH TOME. _£ N\ WITHYOU,LEX. A

— - 15 E N - - S_— = - —E - - — —
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THAT "DA VINC/
OF CRIME" IT SEEMS LIKE
HERDLINE. = A COMPLIMENT, BUT
THERE’'S R SNEER
HIDDEN IN THERE
SOMEWHERE, ISN'T
THERE?

FOLLOW
ME, KENT.




.. THIS WOULD
NEVER =FFF- HRVE THE SMUG
HAPPENED |[F ANYONE ELSE V' - urr- SELF-REGARD
=HNN=-ON THIS PLANET HAD THAT POWERS -HLUFF*~ HIS

THE WIT TO =HUFF* ReFFL
LI0 BERMING ~£££< BOYISH

HOW DOES
A MAN =HEH - LIKE
YOU FEEL RABOUT
SUPERMAN?
HONESTLY?

I'M...AH...T'M FINE WITH Y [ AND YOU DON'T =HUFF=~ FEEL OUR | SPERKING
HIM. HE’S ALWRYS BEEN J | IN ANY WRY DIMINISHED BY JOBS DON'T | OF WHICH, MY...
FRIENDLY RROUND /£ \ HIS VERY PRESENCE ON THIS TEND TO AH....JOB RS R
THE OFFICE. 0 2\ = =HUFF-PLANET? =HNN- | N OVERLAP. 5=\ REPORTER,
| i - STRANGE. ~—— &y

IT'S SHORTHAND,
_ LEX.

~( UNINTELLIGIBLE } N | B SIMMER
\ SQUIGGLES! / V \Vonre LN

/ MENTALLY CRACK
ANY CODE KNOWN
TO MAN IN LESS
THAN R M/NUTE,
TIME ME...

THAT IS, ... £/

WHRT /S
THAT?

WHAT ARE
YOU WRITING
ABOUT ME
NOW?

SHORTHAND?

WHAT KIND
OF RIDICULOUS
AFFECTATION IS

THAT FOR R
MAN?




WHY CAN'T YOU
USE AN ELECTRONIC |
RECORPING DEVICE
LIKE ANY NORMAL

THINGS ... UH...
JUST DONT...I
CAN'T SEEM TO GET
THEM TO...AH... TO
WORKMFEROUND

I PICKED

UP SHORTHAND
FROM MY MA.

= HRRUNNN -

IMAGINE LIFE
ON THIS WORLD IF SOME

OPPORTUNISTIC ALIEN VERMIN
HADPN’T DECIDED TO DUMP

ITS TRASH HERE,
KENT.

THART’S
ALL T'VE EVER
ASKED ANYONE

TO DPO.

THINK RBOUT IT,
IMAGINE WITHOUT SUPERMAN
HOW IT WAS TO DISTRACT HER,
MEANT TO YOU JUST NEVER
BE. KNOW...

— WHY AREN‘T YOU )
\_ BLUSHING? _

/T KNOW YOU
HAVE FEELINGS

I'M HERE TO
INTERVIEW YOU,
LUTHOR.

REMEMBER
THE BIG
EXCLUSIVE YOU
PROMISED MY
EDITOR?

GIVE HER MY

REGARDS NEXT

TIME YOU DROP

BY THE FAMILY

PLOT.

SOMETHING ELSE
TO LEARN. .

..PERHAPS COOL, CRUEL LO/S LANE
MIGHT RCTURLLY HRVE NOTICED GOOD
OLD CLARK, SIGHING FRITHFULLY
THERE IN THE CORNER.

A TALL, STRAPPING,
MIDWESTERN FARMER'S
BOY WITH BRAINS, INTEGRITY, |
AND NO S7YLE OF HIS OWN?
THAT'S R PRIZE CATCH FOR
ANY CYNICAL CITY GAL...

THROW IN SOME
WEIGHT TRAINING RAND
THAT FLABBY PHYSIQUE OF
YOURS COULD EVEN COME
TO EIVHLB ElLﬂEERMHN’S
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KNOW RBOUT L : ~L Sm To your )

I PRESUME
YOU’LL BE
LAUNCHING AN
APPEAL...

BUT NEXT
TO HIM, SHE
SEES AN OFAF, A
DPULLARD, R
CRIPPLE!

NEXT TO
ALL-POWERFUL AND YOU

SLPERMAN,"
LEX LUTHOR 1S )\ KNOW WHAT.
AN /DIOT! :

ARE N\

YOU TRYING
TO INTIMIDATE

ME, LEX?  /

R AL FALL e s T B Y 11'S EASY TO BE STRONG
LS/ SHORTOFTHAT Nom i ot = inann ] i S| WHEN YOU JUST HAPPEN
| SICKENING, INHUMAN | === ook T T <\ TO HAVE COME FROM THE

| "PERFECTION, THAT ———— | | T\ PLANETKRYPTON!
IMPOSSIBLE e FE%E:F(HT; SR nTh e ' P A SRR T T
e i TAKES HARD:

MUSCLES. NOT )
U LIKE HIS.




-/ IMPRESSIVE.. \ =
| BuT F;_BEEEOFF Bl i
' 7 you SURE
DON'T ACT LIKE R 1
MAN FACING IMMINENT / W & o () -
DEHTMIJ : _ N4 / | ' . I DONFT‘I
2 DO I?

HANDS
OFF, KENT.

SO HOW’'S
SUPERMAN THESE
DRYS?

" HEONLY \
[ LooKS THAT )
WAY.




WHERE

BETTER TO ESTABLISH

AN ALTERNATIVE THAN
HERE, IN THE MOST HOSTILE

ENVIRONMENT KNOWN

[ YOU HAVE

/' THE EYEBROW SHAPE
BEAUTICIANS CALL THE
“SUPERMAN SWOOSH.”

APPARENTLY, 65% OF MEN
SUBCONSCIOUSLY TRIM
THEIR EYEBROWS THAT

A\ WRY, TO BE MORE

N LIKE HIM.

e [/ LEX..YOU
8\ PROPPED THIS
"lfl > 3 3 N EARLIER.

THIS IS MY FINAL

REVENGE--TO BE

RIGHT.

MY “SURVIVAL
OF THE SMARTEST”
DOCTRINES COMMAND
ABSOLUTE RESPECT
IN HERE...

I JUST DON'T
GET IT--WHY SQUANDER
YOUR RESOURCES AND
INTELLECT ON THIS...FRANKLY,
UNHERLTHY...OBSESS/ION
WITH SUPERMAN?

WHRAT WOULD YOU
DO IF YOU HAD HIS
POWERS?

SUCK
YOU DRY!

. YOU KNOW,
I’VE SPENT SO MUCH
OF MY RADULT LIFE IN PRISON,
THANKS TO HIM. IT SEEMS
LIKE HOME.

PREDICTABLE,
COMFORTHBLE.

AN
ALTERNATIVE
TO WHAT?

THE
SAME 7YPES
RECURRING.

THE BRUTES, THE
STRONG-ARM MEN,
THE ONES WHO NEED R
GANG TO BELONG TO--
A SIMPLE CREED TO
FOLLOW.

THE
MASTERMINDS,
THE LONERS...

STRYKER’S
IS MY BOTTLE CITY,
LIKE SUPERMAN’S
KANPOR--R WORLD
IN MINIATURE.

TO TRUTH, JUSTICE AND ALL °

- THE OTHER THINGS YOU CAN'T Ji

WEIGH OR CARRY /!

7 TOEVERY _
| ABSTRACT HE |
i REPRESENTS.

IS IT

AL REALLY ALL ABOUT

LEX, THESE
' MEN SEEM PRETTY
" RESTLESS..

IGNORE
IT.

EVERY
SOCIETY HRS ITS
MONSTERS.

THEY CAN FEEL THE
COMING CHANGE, THE

|
‘5
&

\ A

Y i1 O
"~ THePARASITE |
1\ DOESN'T SCARE Ao

ME.

S\ WINGS OF A NEW HUMAN
A RENAISSANCE.

I'M TRANSFORMING
THIS PLACE INTO R NEW
MODEL OF SOCIETY, KENT, R
BLUEPRINT FOR UTOPIAN
LIVING/

BRAIN BERATS
BRAWN, EVERY
TIME.




o < 4
* - - I'LL SHOW HIM "PUNCH OUT THE
— Y?'l{ang: 9415 il WHO’'S BOSS = BIG, UGLY ONES FIRST,
- A= L WHEN THE TIME A  LEX/" MY GRAMMA
N o . o i £\ USED TO SAY!/

INUTE/

.
-1 |I

7 HE'S SAFE g
BEHIND LEAD |
SHIELDING,

RIGHT? 4

MORE POWER “W
THAN I EVER
HAD!

D=\ %

I_...."I I
z
! .
3 -
|_ _.qh' -

WHAT'S HE L Ny ) < & .

DPOING?

- f : -l, e, = : L1
LE)
. K
“ d " | NI
N i .
- %

BUT...BUT HE WHY BOTHER TO SHIELD HIM SO WHAT
FEEDS ON...ON NEARBY ON HIS WARY BACK FROM IF HE DRAINS A

ENERGY SOURCES, LIKE THE INFIRMARY 2 TORSTER BEFORE
IF...IF SUH-SUPERMAN ¢ e THE SCREWS TRKE

WERE PRSSING BY OR = ' ~ HIM DOWN?
SOMETHING... =\ 3 -

WHRAT’'S 9 T CAN‘T LET H
THE MATTER, AR TOLCH ME. T NEED
KENT? | s TO GET OUT OF

HERE.
SCHRED
HE'LL ABSORB YOUR
LAST RESERVES OF
COWARDICE?

EVERYTHING \
OKAY, MISTER
KENT?




THE PHASE TRANSITION:
A NECESSRRY FIRST STAGE IN
THE FOUNDRTION OF ANY NEW
SOCIAL ORDER.

MY STRESS
ULCER!

KENT, THAT’S
TEAR GAHS, YOU
MORON/




I'M IN  \
DANGER, HE

7 YOU'RE ‘ ~
UNDER My ‘—=

PROTECTION §
NOW, KENT/

SOME
OTHER SLOB OF R
JOURNALIST CAN HAVE
LEX LUTHOR'S STORY
OF R LIFETIME!




SUPERMAN.

DID WE GET
OUT HERE?

WHAT JUST
HAPPENED...7?

] ] :
> I SAID FOLLOW
THAT COULD - 1 ME, KENT, IF YOU
HAVE BEEN MY | .\ WANT TO LIVE/
SKULL, KENT, s
YOU ORF/

NEVER
MIND YOUR
GLASSES/

1 L ]
Y i ]L
=l
i
s s

BUT
I CAN'T SEE
WITHOUT
THEM.

EVERYTHING'S
A COMPLETE
BLUR.




2(..IT'S YOUR —+
\ "asTHMA! |

THART'S
SOME SECURITY
SYSTEM!/

YOU KNOW,

PART OF ME WOULD BE
HAPPY WRTCHING THESE
ANIMALS TEAR YOU APART,
YOU SHN%I')I(MOMOUS

THE STORY OF A
MAN WHO REFUSED TO
BEND THE KNEE TO AN
ALIEN INVADER.
A MAN WHO

' DARED ASK THE
QUESTION, “WHO DOES
SUPERMAN THINK

HE 157"

BUT
I WANT YOU
ALIVE.

I WANT
YOU TO TELL
MY STORY.

WOLLDN'T
YOU RATHER TALK
ABOUT YOUR
ACHIEVEMENTS,
LEX?

CAN...
CAN WE STRY
AWAY FROM THE
PARASITE?




I REALLY - MY CELL 1S
DON'T THINK IT/S | “DOWN HERE,"
SAFE DOWN AND THAT’S WHERE
HERE. @@~ WE’RE GOING.

YOU WANT
TO LIVE, DON'T
YOU...?

LIKE A
SUNNNN

A HIM/ HE'S v ,
CONVERTING THE i | BLoATED WITH
KINETIC ENERGY — - | POWER!
INTO MORE ° 4 |
MASS! R NS NOTHING

"~ BULLETS 7 youre \
| WON'T 570P _ f .
AN ) — - R'GH LOOK AT HIM,

LEFT BUT A \
MOUTH ANDP AN )\ ¥
APPETITE! \

DRAWN LIKE
AMOTH TO
SOME IMMENSE
ENERGY
SOURCE/

SO PROVE

YOU'’RE FIT

TO LEAP Us,
LUTHOR/

WELCOME N\
{ TOMy COZY
MIDDLE CLRASS

EXISTENCE. &/ PRAY TO
_— > EINSTEIN FOR

A MIRACLE,




GET ME
OUT OF HERE,
LUTHOR/

THERE’S
GOING TO BE AN
EARTHQRUAKE!

HE’'S GOING
TO CAUSE AN
EARTHQRUAKE!




HE’'S
CHOKING ON
ENERGY/

I GUESS
SO.

HIS OWN

GREED
ENGLULFED
HIM.

STUFFED AND
BURSTING LIKE SOME
SICKENING OVERRIPE MY BULLETS

MUST HAVE TIPPED THE
BALANCE/ MADE HIM TOO
MASSIVE TO CARRY
HIS OWN WEIGHT.

AND THAT'S
EXACTLY HOW

HE'LL LOOK/

THAT'S
HOW SUPERMAN
WILL LOOK AT

THE END/!

SEE WHAT
HAPPENS TO ANYONE

WHO CROSSES ME,
KENT?

ANYONE WHO
UNDERESTIMATES
LEX LUTHOR?

NOBODY
THREATENS
ME!

MY
SHORTHAND
CAN'T HANDLE
THE VOLUME.




ANYBODY
ELSE WANT TO
CHALLENGE MY

IDERS?

DIDN'T S _ I'M WALKING
THINK SO. —- STRRAIGHT BACK
s Wi TO MY CELL ON
DEATH ROW--  youU WANT

CHANGE WRIT
FOR MY
SIGNAL.

BUT YOU'RE WARTCH HOW
«I’LL TELL I'VE ALWRYS JUST ANOTHER EASILY I MAKE YOU, YOUR
THEM HOW YOU LIKED YOU, WEAPON INMY PAPER RAND THE ENTIRE PENAL
HELPED ME OUT, KENT. WAR AGARINST SYSTEM SEEM COMPLETELY 4
QUELLED THE YOU'RE SUPERMAN. D UNRELIABLE.

i FL‘I%%%’R’S%%%EE’ \.. AND THEN TH
: \..AND THEN THE
LEX, I KNOW HUMAN. INIMITABLE LEX LUTHOR
YOU'RE NOT = OPENED UP THE FLOOR AND
ALL BAD... YOU'RE SHOOK HANDS WITH A
EVERYTHING BABOON IN A SUPERMAN
HE’S NOT. 21 SUIT... "

YOUR ESCAPE
ROUTE, KENT,
EXCAVATED BY
BIBLIOBOT
\ MARK 2.

\  ~ DIDYOUKNOW N_
\/ “MOBY DICK" CAN BE \
RECITED AT FREQUENCIES \

@  SOHIGH,MELVILLE'S |
8 MASTERPIECE BECOMES A |
SONIC DRILL CAPABLE OF /|
CARVING THROUGH /£ Z#
SOLID ROCK? £ 7




+LITERALLY
BORING R
PASSAGE
THROUGH THE
EARTH/

LOVELY
NASTHALTHIA
HERE WILL TRAKE
YOou BACK TO

THE LAND OF THE

LIVING WHILE SHE’S 78,
I AWRIT THE SPERAKS 30

“WANTS TO RULE
e WORLD EVEBROM,
ONE DRY,
BLESS HER.
EYEBROW.

WHRT ARE
YOU LOOKING NOTHING.

AT, KENT?
WITHOUT MY
GLASSES, I'M
COMPLETELY
BLIND.

COULD
ESCHPE ANY
TIME YOU
WANTED,
LEX.

I'M GOING
TO THE CHRIR DON'T I HAVE HELL T USED THE
FULFILLED. WORRY FRIENDS p DIE SUN ITSELF, KENT,
ABOUT  INAH/IGH 7 FIRST. THE SOURCE OF HIS
ME. PLACES. POWERS-- TO OVERLORD
(/4 HIS CELLULRAR BATTERIES
ﬂ _ AND DESTROY HIM FROM
O\ SRS WITHIN, DO YOU
I CAN'T S W UNDERSTAND?
BELIEVE YOU’RE "
GETTING ‘
RERADY TO DIE
LIKE THIS.

YOU AND
SUPERMAN
COULD
HAVE BEEN
FRIENDS/

ARE YOU " 1M A BORN
INSANE? DICTATOR!

YOU'LL
DIE LIKE A
MAP POG

IN THE

YARD/!

THINK
STRAIGHT,
LEX!

L KILLED
SUPERMAN.




HE DOESN'T
WANT THE WORLD
TOsNow £ <
) SO BRERK N TAKE YOUR
COURSE... THE NEWS \ &0 EXCLUSIVE,
GENTLY. = KENT.

I PLACE
HIS BELOVED
TRUTH IN

YOU

CAN'T PROVE =gl
THIS. R WITH IT.

YOU WANTED
MY STORY, “THE
GOSPEL OF LEX,”
AND NOwW YOU
HAVE IT.

DEEP PSYCHOLOGY -
BEHIND THE STRUGGLE | ~ 8 \ HOW WOULD

- W A5 YOU FEEL IF SOME-
BETWE&HDSEAE,ERMHN S .. ONE DELIBERATELY

IT'S S | STOOD IN YOUR WRY,
ALL VERY | . | OVER AND OVER
SIMPLE. AGAIN?

WASN’T FOR
SUPERMAN, I'D
BE IN CHARGE
ON THIS
PLANET/

AND M | WHAT
NOW HE’'S MORE COULD
DYING. g I WANT ?
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